February 
1961 


^^,^0^'°^'^' 


■%»: 


m. 


THE 


> 
O 


O  I  O  ^  OJ  =3  S 

TO  0)     X   +3  ^-3  ^ 

o  o  **  o 

O^  Cr^      O+f  S 


73 


c3   ^ 

5-4    H 


S    3J    C    1)    S 


>s  OJ  Qi  a  -r-i  zn 


3g 

o  W 

S? 

^  H 

t 

C   H 

<rf     S 

-,  o 

s-;) 

o  ^ 

►« 

&1 

^K 

•(*i 
K 

rn    O 

^  H 

1) 

c;) 

-sf 

0)   M 

^ 

gfe 

t; 

(rf  :;^ 

0)  s 

s 

ft 

t 

a  w 

o 

O 


1:7  a>  C 

IJ  -C  •-! 


5h 


O 


T3  3^.5  a>-g^ 
c;  'tS  4J  p^  C  (?3 

«  .     CD  z;  ^  £ 


^x;- 


0) 


^  5i;  <D  /,, 


CO 

,-    ^ 
5-1   a; 

:3  o) 

O      ?H 


a> 

!=! 

ft 

0 

s 

0 

0 

CJ 

0 

.  •1—1  w 

III 

O^    O 


<4H 


03 


<fH 


''^  tS  _i 

c3   O  c3 

4-i    >  OJ 

5h    rt  Sh 

O  ^ 

ft  o  « 

ft 

CD     '^ 


(S3 


CO    CO 
•-'    C    5h 


•H-l 


I  Xi  -"^ 


5-1 

B 

m 

«,     ^     "^ 
•r-l      K* 

CO  OJ 

O     ri     ^ 

R   P!   OJ 

«^  c  g 


42  <D 

W  -p— ( 

•  i^-t  j  "» 

C  03 

•r-4 

4-3  TO 

Sh  O 

+3 


+3 

o 

o 

a> 

5h 


•+0 

>* 

-to 
CO 


ft  =«  s 

ft    r^      '^      =^ 
C7    CO      lyJ 

o  <:^  cj   02 

CO     O)  .|=H   '• 

■TS  .pH  -M   <i> 


I— H    ^^ 


5h 

P! 
OS 

S 


«     =i     M 

C8    a,    0) 

S  "  b 


<»  , — 


> 
o 
o 

« 
o 


«   oi! 

=    "    S 
O    bo     I 

a  bi  c  ■" 
a?  „  «  <i) 
^  -^  -O  4= 
M  oj  "o  "" 
^    I    o 


IS. 


i^ 


a 
s 


■g  s  & 


*     oq 


H 


6  a- 
s 

as 


February,  1961,  Volume  96,  No,  2 

COVER     REPRODUCED     BY 
THE    DESERET    NEWS    PRESS 

■ 

• 

• 

• 

< 

• 

< 

i 

< 

i 

< 

Q. 
< 

a 
< 

1: 

• 

• 

• 

■ 

< 

\1 
a 
< 

CN 
^4 

1 

□. 
< 

1 

0) 

u- 

i 

S. 

• 

• 

• 

■ 

• 

m 

• 

• 

< 

i 

< 

i 

* 

• 

• 

Q. 
< 

• 

• 

• 

m 

• 

• 

< 

• 

CO 

CS 

• 

m 

Oh 

in 

CO 

• 

• 

(N 

* 

j:: 
-t-> 

« 

h 

• 

s 

tN 

m 

^0 

CN  0^ 
CO  CO 

* 

• 

0 

CO 

CO 

« 

• 

CN 
■^ 

-* 

CN 
CO 

11 

0  0 

• 

■ 

• 

m 

• 

• 

CN 

0  m 

Ml  53 

CN 

CN 

• 

• 

to 

CN 

CN 
-^ 

CN 

MS 
.2  Si 

.a 

is 

»o  — 

• 

« 

* 

• 

• 

CN 

** 

=0 

CN 

• 

« 

CN 
CO 

• 

HO 

CN 

• 

m 

It 

u  ^ 

5« 

• 

• 

• 

• 

CN 

w  in 

*0  CO 

—  CN 

0  0 

* 

■ 

00 

0 

CO 

in 

• 

• 

5 

3"  00 

0  0 

—  CO 

0  ^ 

CS  Ov 
CO  CO 

CO 

CN 

• 

• 

CN 
■^ 

CO 

• 

CN 

s 

CN 
CN 

.^  s 

Oh  P3 
i-  CN 

• 

• 

« 

■ 

CM 

• 

Dates  indicate  the  time  when  enrichment  material  applies 
•Indicates  material  has  special  value  for  the  course  or  ar 

CM  -^ 
■0  « 

• 

• 

• 

■ 

CS 

• 

00 

-0 

CN 
CN 

• 

■ 

W  CO 

?? 

CO  CO 

• 

• 

5 

(N 

Os    HO 

r~  CN 
"-.^ 
CN  CN 

• 

• 

• 

ST 

CM 

^CN 

■^  c 

■^'-^ 

-^  CO 

• 

CS 

■ 

■ 

CN 

• 

• 

■ 

• 

CN 

• 

s 

Os  CO 
•—  CM 

CO  ^ 

* 

• 

* 

• 

• 

■ 

CN 

* 

CN 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

CN 

• 

Zz 

Z      3 


Q        fM         Tt  M> 

5        •^         ■^  ■* 


O 


III 

Z 

u 

< 


5      5s> 


5  a 


Eij  ^ 
0  ^ 


5    S>       O  ^ 


Be 

in 


5| 


3 


CO 


a  [2 


o  ^ 


=,  s 

is  [^  z   §  2  1 

-t.  <a,  5^ 

1*^  :^  S& 

3^  21.  : i 

«^  -O  x| 

o-  OS  o« 

„  Q!  --      5« 

S^  lu  2  1^ 


Z  K 

111 

O  Dq 

o  e 


<& 


10 


=  ,13       '-^ 


10, 

o 

s 


s 


si 


Ill 


S  Qj 


-I 

z  3 


5  s 
o  .S 


z  g 

5  to 


o  9 
o  Ea 


\0 


o^ 


00 


o  3 
So 


o 


■*  S     "^  K     S    K     ■= 

Q£   -Ti         "^     m  "        " 

OS     ^-  ■« 


«    ss 


5^ 


Is 


&! 


a. 


3« 
=   I. 

E    u 


.  Si 


o 


lU 

O 


Robert  Burns 

poet  and. 
pliilosoplier 

by  President  David  0.  McKay 


ON  January  25th  of  this  year,  men  in  every 
civilized  nation  paid  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  Robert  Burns,  who  has  achieved  in  the  world 
of  poetry  an  unexcelled  distinction.  In  the  art  of 
"singing  the  soul  into  song  and  setting  the  heart 
to  music"  the  Scottish  bard  has  no  rival.  Such  a 
man  is  truly  a  "living  light-fountain,"  which  it  is 
ever  pleasant  and  profitable  to,  be  near,  especially 
during  that  season  when  his  world-wide  admirers 
are  celebrating  the  anniversary  of  his  birth.  His 
poetry  has  been  described  as  "pure  passion."  "Oth- 
er lyrists  are  literary  at  their  best;  when  Burns 
is  literary,  he  is  at  his  worst.  His  note  falls  like 
the  note  from  the  lark,  straight  from  the  heart. 
It  is  not  an  imitation  of  life,  but  life  itself  running 
into  laughter  and  tears." 

Wherein  lies  the  secret  of  this  spontaneous 
outburst  of  song?  What  elements  in  his  nature 
entered  into  his  poetry  to  give  it  immortality? 
The  creator,  ever  greater  than  the  thing  created, 
must  give  part  of  himself  to  that  which  he  creates 
if  he  desires  it  to  live,  whether  it  be  thoughts, 
feelings,  personality  or  being.  What  qualities  of 
Burns'  soul  have  entered  into  his  poetry  to  give  it 
such  ever-increasing  life  and  vigor  among  men? 

In  a  general  way  it  may  be  said  that  a  person 
is  governed  by  his  intellect,  his  emotion,  and  his 
will.  When  these  three  are  strong,  there  is  usually 
found  greatness  and  leadership.  When  these  are 
weak,  there  is  found  mediocrity  or  a  nature  un- 
balanced. With  the  intellect,  we  perceive ;  with  the 
emotion,  we  feel ;  with  the  will,  we  guide  and  con- 
trol. The  truly  great,  as  well  as  the  truly  educated 
man,  possesses  the  power  "to  see  clearly,  to  imagine 
vividly,  to  think  independently,  and  to  will  nobly." 

Unfortunately,  in  the  case  of  his  will,  Burns 
was  deficient;  or,  if  not  deficient,  then  defiant. 
This  weakness  of  will  or  defiance  of  the  accepted 
standards  of  moral  conduct  led  him  into  many 
humiliating  experiences  and  disastrous  conditions. 
For  these  actions  his  friends  oifer  neither  denial 
nor  palliation.  How  deeply  in  his  better  moments 
his  own  soul  regretted  having  yielded  to  tempta- 
tions that  beset  his  pathway  can  be  inferred  from 
the  letters  of  apology  that  followed  his  indulgences. 


(Of  general  interest.) 


His  open,  honest  life,  however,  as  well  as  the 
divine  injunction  to  "judge  not,"  will  justify  us 
in  "scanning  gently"  this  side  of  his  nature. 

But  in  the  ability  to  think  clearly  and  inde- 
pendently, to  imagine  vividly,  and  to  sympathize 
sincerely,  may  be  found  the  secret  of  Burns'  great- 
ness. His  power  "to  see  clearly"  places  him  in  the 
front  ranks  of  the  thinking  men  of  the  world. 
This  power,  it  is  true,  was  not  evident  in  the  man- 
agement of  his  own  personal  affairs,  but  it  is  very 
apparent  in  his  estimate  of  the  false  religions  and 
social  standards  of  his  time.  Cant  and  hypocrisy 
he  despised.  Indignantly  he  cries  out  against  min- 
isters whose  lives  were  inconsistent  with  their 
preaching: 

.  .  .  But  I  gae  mad  at  their  grimaces, 
Their  sighin'  cantin',  grace-proud  faces, 
Their  three-mile  prayers,  an'  half-mile  graces. 

Their  raxin  conscience, 
Whase  greed,  revenge,  an'  pride  disgraces 
Waur  nor  their  nonsense.  .  .  .^ 
But  sincerity  and  the  true  worship  that  springs 
therefrom,  he  admired  and  praised: 

.  .  .  Compar'd  with  this,  how  poor  Religion's  pride. 

In  all  the  pomp  of  method,  and  of  art, 
When  men  display  to  congregations  wide 

Devotion's  ev'ry  grace,  except  the  heart! 

The  power,  incens'd,  the  pageant  will  desert, 
The  pompous  strain,  the  sacerdotal  stole; 

But  haply,  in  some  cottage  far  apart. 
May  hear,  tv ell-pleas' d,  the  language  of  the  soul; 
And  in  His  Book  of  Life  the  Inmates  poor  enroll. .  .^ 

^"To  the  Rev.  John  M'Math,"  The  Poems  and  Songs  of  Robert 
Burns;  Collins,  London  and  Glasgow;  page  102. 

2"The  Cottar's  Saturday  Night,"  The  Poems  and  Songs  of  Robert 
Bums;  pages  137,  138. 
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How  h^  scorel  those  who  are  only  outwardly 
righteous,  we  sense  from  such  poems  as  ''Address 
to  the  Unco  Guid/'  or  "Epitaph  on  Holy  Willie,"  etc. 

With  charity  in  his  heart  for  the  weaknesses 
of  his  fellows,  he  discerned  clearly  the  effect  of 
social  forces  and  environment  upon  the  lives  of 
those  around  him. 

/  have  often  observed  [he  saidl  in  the  course 
of  experience  with  human  life  that  every  man  — 
even  the  worst  —  has  something  good  about  him; 
though  very  often  nothing  else  than  a  happy  tem- 
perament of  constitution  inclining  him  to  this  or 
that  virtue.  For  this  reason,  no  man  can  say  in 
what  degree  any  other  person  besides  himself  can 
be,  with  strict  justice,  called  wicked.  Let  us  exam- 
ine impartially  how  many  vices  he  has  never  been 
guilty  of,  not  from  any  care  or  vigilance,  but  for 
want  of  opportunity,  or  some  accidental  circum- 
stance intervening ;  how  many  of  the  weaknesses 
of  mankind  he  has  escaped,  because  he  was  out  of 
the  line  of  such  temptation;  and  what  often,  if  not 
always,  weighs  more  than  all  the  rest,  how  much 
he  is  indebted  to  the  world's  good  opinion,  because 
the  world  does  not  know  all;  I  say,  any  man  who 
can  thus  think  will  scan  the  failings,  nay  the  faults 
and  crimes  of  mankind  around  him,  with  a  broth- 
er's eye. 

This  clear,  introspective  insight  reveals  the 
true  Burns  in  his  relation  to  himself  and  to  his 
fellows.  His  careful  study  of  man's  inhumanity 
to  man  led  him  to  summarize  his  conclusions  as 
follows : 

. .  .  Then  gently  scan  your  brother  man, 

Still  gentler  sister  woman; 
Tho'  they  may  gang  a  kennin  wrang. 

To  step  aside  is  human: 
One  point  must  still  be  greatly  dark, 

The  moving  "Why"  they  do  it; 
And  just  as  lamely  can  ye  mark, 

How  far  perhaps  they  rue  it. 

Who  made  the  heart,  'tis  He  alone 

Decidedly  can  try  us; 
He  knows  each  chord,  its  various  tone. 

Each  spring,  its  various  bias: 
Then  at  the  balance  let's  be  mute, 

We  never  can  adjust  it; 
What's  done  we  partly  may  compute, 
But  know  not  what's  resisted.^ 

That  he  thought  independently,  even  disregard- 
ingly  of  his  fellows'  opinions,  is  evident  to  all  who 
are  in  the  least  degree  acquainted  with  his  philo- 
sophy and  his  manner  of  expressing  it. 

But  Burns'  greatest  power  lay  in  the  breadth 
and  depth  of  his  sympathetic  soul.  From  this 
source  his  poetry  flowed  to  immortality  as  from 
an  inexhaustible  and  ever-flowing  fountain.  In  the 
realm  of  sympathy  with  inanimate,  as  well  as  with 
animate  nature,  Burns  is  supreme.  His  poems, 
"To  a  Mountain  Daisy,"  and  "To  a  Mouse,"  are 

3" Address  to  the  Unco  Guid,"  The  Poems  and  Songs  of  Robert 
Burns;  pages  182,  183. 


gems.  His  sympathy  for  animate  nature  has,  for- 
tunately for  the  world,  found  expression  in  many 
individual  poems.  Hear  him  say  in  "The  Twa 
Dogs": 

My  heart  has  been  sae  fain  to  see  them. 
That  I  for  joy  hae  barkct  wi'  them.^ 

Besides  this  great  poem,  which  is  in  reality 
an  interpretation  of  Scottish  peasant  life,  this  fun- 
damental trait  of  sympathy  has  impelled  him  to 
give,  out  of  the  fulness  of  his  emotion,  other  im- 
mortal poems,  among  which  are,  "Poor  Mailie's 
Elegy,"  "The  Auld  Farmer's  New-Year  Salutation 
to  his  Auld  Mare,  Maggie,"  "The  Wounded  Hare," 
etc.  In  the  stormy  winter  night  he  thinks  of  the 
"silly"  sheep,  and  the  "ourie  cattle,"  and  words 
come  like  tears  of  inflnite  compassion  as  he  writes : 

.  .  .  Ilk  happing  bird, — wee,  helpless  thing! 
That,  in  the  merry  months  o'  spring, 
Delighted  me  to  hear  thee  sing, 

What  comes  o'  thee? 
Whare  wilt  thou  cow'r  thy  chittering  wing. 
An'  close  thy  e'e  .  .  .^ 

His  sympathy  with  man  brought  him  in  touch 
with  nearly  all  classes,  from  the  humblest  peasant 
to  the  leaders  in  society,  in  politics,  and  in  litera- 
ture. He  entered,  too,  the  field  of  political  life,  and, 
in  sympathy,  "joined  hands  with  Washington 
across  the  Atlantic  and  the  French  Revolutionists 
across  the  Channel."  His  soul  responded  to  the 
message  of  the  angels  that  heralded,  with  the  birth 
of  the  Saviour,  "Peace  on  earth,  good  will  toward 
men."  The  appreciation  of  this  message  is  what 
his  soul  prayed  for  when  it  sang : 

.  .  .  Then  let  us  pray  that  come  it  may 

(As  come  it  will  for  a'  that). 
That  sense  and  worth  o'er  a'  the  earth. 

Shall  bear  the  gree,  an'  a'  that: 
For  a'  that,  an'  a'  that. 

It's  comin'  yet  for  a'  that. 
That  Man  to  Man,  the  world  o'er. 

Shall  brothers  be  for  a'  that.^ 

To  pray  for  power  to  see  things  as  they  are, 
not  as  others  imagine  them  to  be ;  to  cherish  chari- 
ty in  our  hearts  for  our  fellow  men ;  to  realize  that, 
"next  to  love,  sympathy  is  the  divinest  attribute 
of  the  human  soul,"  and  to  manifest  it  for  "all 
things,  both  great  and  small" ;  to  strive  by  right- 
eous endeavor  to  hasten  the  day  when  all  nations 
shall  live  as  brothers  —  these  are  some  of  the  ideals 
of  life  which  should  be  emphasized  when  we  pay 
tribute  to  the  poet  Robert  Burns. 


*"The  Twa  Dogs,"  The  Poems  and  Songs  of  Robert  Burns;  page 
154. 

s"A  Winter  Night,"  Poems  and  Songs  of  Robert  Burns;  page  257. 

""For  A'  That  and  A'  That,"  The  Poems  and  Songs  of  Robert 
Burns;  page  557. 
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by  Ben  F.  Mortensen* 

1  WALKED  into  the  office  of  the  Chief  of  Chap- 
lains of  the  Far  East  Command  in  Tokyo, 
Japan,  one  day  to  receive  an  assignment  that  event- 
ually took  me  to  the  battlefields  of  Korea.  As  I 
sat  waiting  for  the  Chief's  arrival,  my  eye  caught 
sight  of  a  doily  hanging  on  his  office  wall.  The 
doily  had  three  words  embroidered  upon  it.  The 
words  were  these :    '7  am  third." 

When  the  Chief  walked  in,  I  curiously  asked 
him  what  the  sign  meant.  With  a  little  smile  he 
replied  that  this  was  his  personal  creed,  his  philo- 
sophy for  a  Christian  life  and  one  that  a  Mormon 
chaplain  might  find  useful.  The  smile  then  left  his 
face;  and  in  a  serious  tone  he  said,  "The  Lord  is 
first,  my  fellow  men  are  second,  and  I  am  third. 
I  have  a  tendency  to  forget  this  motto  occasionally," 
he  continued,  "so  every  morning  before  commenc- 
ing the  day's  work,  I  repeat  it  several  times  in 
order  to  remind  myself  of  the  relative  position  of 
my  life  with  respect  to  other  life  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth." 

This  was  a  familiar  concept,  though  I  had 
never  heard  it  phrased  in  those  exact  terms.  Never- 
theless, his  slogan  impressed  me ;  and  I  asked  him 
if  I  could  borrow  it  to  use  in  my  sermons  as  a 
front-line  chaplain.  His  answer  was  that  he  would 
be  pleased  and  flattered  if  I  would  do  so. 

This  slogan  was  used  many  times  during  the 
13  months  I  spent  in  Korea.    Many  times  it  came 


(For  Course  9,  lesson  of  March  19,  "Daniel,  the  Courageous," 
and  lesson  of  April  23,  "Nehemiah,  the  Builder";  for  Course  13,  lesson 
of  February  5,  "God  among  Men,"  and  lesson  of  May  28,  "Service"; 
and  of  general  interest.) 

*Dr.  Mortensen  is  a  clinical  psychologist  at  the  Arizona  State 
Hospital  in  Phoenix,  Arizona.  He  received  his  B.A.  and  M.A.  degrees 
from  Brigham  Young  University  and  his  Ph.D.  degree  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Utah.  He  served  as  an  LDS  chaplain  for  the  armed  forces 
from  1952  to  1955,    Thirteen  months  of  this  time  was  spent  in  Korea. 


back  to  me  in  the  form  of  tremendous  feats  of 
heroism  performed  by  our  Mormon  boys  in  that 
war-torn  land,  demonstrating  to  me  that  in  actions 
as  well  as  in  words,  they  truly  considered  them- 
selves third. 

Many  of  our  Mormon  servicemen  were  cited 
for  unselfish  devotion  to  duty  in  Korea.  One  of 
our  boys,  however,  proved  himself  so  courageous 
on  the  battlefield  that  he  was  awarded  the  Con- 
gressional Medal  of  Honor,  the  highest  military 
award  that  our  nation  can  bestow  upon  one  of  its 
citizen  soldiers.  This  young  man's  behavior,  it 
seems  to  me,  exemplifies  the  true  spirit  of  sacri- 
fice, responsibility,  and  leadership  that  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  would  like  to  instill  in  all  of  its 
youth. 

Sgt.  David  Bleak  of  Shelley,  Idaho,  served  as 
a  medical  corpsman  during  the  Korean  War.  His 
primary  responsibility  was  to  minister  to  his  com- 
rades as  they  fell  wounded  in  battle.  Excerpts 
from  his  citation,  written  by  a  personal  witness, 
relate  the  following  experience : 

We  left  the  line  of  departure  at  2:^5  a.m.  on 
June  li,  1952,  and  crossed  several  enemy  occupied 
"fingers  of  land"  to  get  in  position  for  our  final 
assault.  When  we  started  our  assault,  we  came 
under  intense  automatic  small  arms  and  grenade 
fire.  As  we  neared  the  top  of  the  hill,  a  hand  gre- 
nade thrown  by  the  enemy  glanced  off  the  helmet 
of  one  of  our  men.  Sergeant  Bleak,  with  total 
disregard  for  his  personal  safety,  threw  his  body 
on  top  of  the  struck  soldier  and  absorbed  the  full 
force  of  the  concussion  \_explosion'\. 

Continuing  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  he  was  fired  on 
by  three  of  the  enemy  [who  were]  in  a  trench. 
Realizing  that  only  by  passing  through  the  trench 
could  he  reach  a  wounded  man,  Sergeant  Bleak 
attempted  to  cross  the  area,  but  was  immediately 
confronted  by  [f/te]  three  enemy  soldiers.  Engag- 
ing the  men  in  intense  hand-to-hand  combat.  Ser- 
geant Bleak  killed  them  in  self-defense.  After 
clearing  the  hill,  and  tvhile  withdrawing  under 
(Concluded  on  page  40.) 
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OUR  ATTITUDES  AND  ACTIONS  IN 

THE  PRE-EXISTENCE  ARE  SOMEWHAT 

REVEALED  WHEN   WE   UNDERSTAND    .    .    . 


Premortal  Influences 

on  Mortal  Life 


by  Asahel  D.  Woodruff 


THE  vital  laws  that  govern  our  lives  have  been 
in  operation  from  *'the  beginning"  and  long 
antedate  mortality.  There  is  an  eternal  accumu- 
lation of  effect  by  which  past  behavior  continually 
reaches  into  the  present  and  the  future  to  influence 
and  sometimes  to  shape  our  ends. 

Premortal  spirits  differed  from  each  other  just 
as  do  mortal  beings.  How  have  those  premortal 
differences  affected  us  in  mortality?  This  question 
is  often  asked.  Some  elements  of  an  answer  are 
available. 

Among  premortal  spirits  there  are  at  least 
three  kinds  of  differences.  One  difference  is  the 
degree  of  intelligence,  or  light  and  truth.  (Abra- 
ham 3:18,  19;  Doctrine  and  Covenants  93:36.) 
Since  light  and  truth  are  vital  to  exaltation,  this 
is  a  serious  difference.  Another  is  the  degree  of 
nobility  and  greatness.  (Abraham  S:22,  2S.)  This 
is  no  doubt  affected  by  intelligence  and  also  by 
self-discipline  and  purpose.  A  third  is  the  degree 
of  dedication  to  a  cause,  particularly  in  the  matter 
of  support  or  opposition  to  the  Gospel,  which  is 
the  fullest  expression  of  truth.  (Jude  1:6;  Reve- 
lation 12:7;  Abraham  3:26-28.) 

Some  spirits  were  highly  intelligent,  some  were 
quite  the  opposite,  and  the  intervening  degrees 
were  no  doubt  amply  represented.  A  few  were 
truly  noble  and  great,  so  that  they  stood  out  as 
great  lights  among  our  Father's  children.  Some 
fought  with  vigor  and  clarity  for  the  Gospel  plan, 
some  were  less  ardent,  some  were  perhaps  inactive 
in  the  struggle,  and  others  fought  against  the  plan. 
How  have  these  past  qualities  reached  into  mor- 
tality? 

The  exact  answer  to  this  question,  and  the 
extent  of  influence  brought  to  bear  on  us  in  mor- 
tality by  our  premortal  characteristics,  is  not  yet 
clear.  We  will  undoubtedly  understand  it  at  some 


(For  Course  21,  lesson  of  February  5,  "Your  Life  and  Mission,' 
and  lesson  of  April  16,  "The  Lord's  Covenant  People";  and  for  Course 
17,  lesson  of  February  26,  "The  Nature  of  Man.") 


"I  AM  THIRD"    (Concluded  from  page  39.) 

heavy  artillery  and  mortar  fire,  a  machine  gun 
pinned  us  down  and  wounded  three  of  our  squad. 
Sergeant  Bleak,  exposing  himself  to  the  deadly 
enemy  fire,  went  over  to  dress  the  men's  wounds. 
While  doing  this,  he  was  wounded  in  the  left  leg 
by  machine  gun  fire.  He  then  came  face  to  face 
with  two  of  the  enemy  charging  him  with  fixed 
bayonets.  He  grabbed  the  two  with  his  bare  hands 
and  smashed  their  heads  together. 

Disregarding  his  wounds,  and  accepting  aid 
from  no  one,  he  picked  up  one  of  the  wounded  men 
and  carried  him  down  the  hill. 

The  text  of  the  Medal  of  Honor  citation  con- 
cluded by  stating: 

Sergeant  Bleak's  dauntless  courage  and  intrepid 
actions  reflect  utmost  credit  upon  himself  and  are 
in  keeping  with  the  honored  traditions  of  the 
military  service. 


His  actions  also  seem  to  be  in  keeping  with 
the  statement  uttered  by  the  Apostle  John  when 
he  said,  "Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that 
a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends."  (John 
15:13.) 

"What  makes  LDS  soldiers  so  outstanding?" 
I  was  repeatedly  asked  by  commanding  officers 
along  the  front  lines. 

"Faith,"  I  would  respond ;  "faith  in  God,  faith 
in  their  fellow  men,  and  faith  in  themselves." 

All  through  their  "basic"  training,  whether  in 
Primary,  Sunday  School,  MIA,  or  priesthood  quor- 
ums, they,  like  Sergeant  Bleak,  have  been  taught 
the  Chief  of  Chaplains'  motto :  "God  is  first,  their 
fellow  men  are  second,  and  they  are  third."  This 
is  a  divine  doctrine  that  cannot  be  learned  too 
early  in  the  lives  of  men. 
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time  in  the  future.    However,  we  do  have  some 
knowledge  about  this  matter. 

First,  some  of  the  premortal  spirits  were  denied 
mortal  bodies,  while  others  were  given  them.  This 
was  explained  to  Abraham  on  the  basis  of  the 
support  or  opposition  which  these  spirits  gave  to 
the  Gospel  plan  of  salvation.  {Abraham  3:26,  28.) 
Our  choice  in  this  matter  had  the  most  important 
effect  for  all  of  us. 

Second,  some  were  made  leaders  in  mortality 
and  given  various  responsibilities  because  of  the 
qualities  they  had  demonstrated  before  birth. 
Jeremiah  was  told  of  this  {Jeremiah  1:5),  and 
Abraham  was  shown  that  this  was  true  of  himself 
and  many  others.  {Abraham  3:22,  23.) 

Third,  our  places  in  the  House  of  Israel  or 
elsewhere  were  probably  determined  by  previous 
behavior,  as  was  also  our  time  of  coming  to  the 
earth,  in  many  instances.  {Acts  17:22-26;  Deu- 
teronomy 32:7-9.)  Elder  Ezra  Taft  Benson  gave 
expression  to  such  a  thought  as  follows: 

.  .  .  It  is  my  conviction  that  the  finest  group 
of  young  people  that  this  world  has  ever  known 
anything  about  has  been  born  under  the  covenant 
into  the  homes  of  Latter-day  Saint  parents.  I  have 
a  feeling  that  in  many  cases,  at  least,  these  choice 
spirits  have  been  held  back  to  come  forth  in  this 
day  and  age  when  the  Gospel  is  upon  the  earth  in 
its  fulness,  and  that  they  have  great  responsibili- 
ties in  establishing  the  kingdom.^ 

Fourth,  influences  may  unquestionably  be 
brought  to  bear  on  our  mortal  minds  through  the 
medium  of  our  premortal  spirits  in  an  effort  to 
help  us  make  the  most  of  our  lives  here.  The 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith  spoke  of  this  in  one  of  his 
last  sermons  in  Nauvoo. 


All  things  whatsoever  God  of  his  infinite  wis- 
dom has  seen  fit  and  proper  to  reveal  to  us  while 
we  are  dwelling  in  mortality,  in  regard  to  our 
mortal  bodies,  are  revealed  to  us  in  the  abstract 
and  independent  of  affinity  of  the  mortal  taber- 
nacle; but  are  revealed  to  our  spirits  precisely  as 
though  we  had  no  bodies  at  all;  and  those  revela- 
tions which  will  save  our  spirits  will  save  our 
bodies.  God  reveals  them  to  us  in  view  of  no 
eternal  dissolution  of  the  body,  or  tabernacle.^ 

We  may  suppose  that  the  ability  of  our  spirits 
to  comprehend  God's  revelations  and  to  influence 
the  mortal  behavior  of  their  earthly  entities  is 
affected  by  the  light  and  truth  or  intelligence 
possessed  by  the  spirits  themselves.  Hence,  if  this 
be  true,  our  present  lives  may  be  more  favorably 
influenced  if  we  faithfully  acquired  light  and  truth 
before  mortality,  than  if  we  were  less  diligent  at 
that  time. 

It  is  a  matter  of  interest  to  know  as  much  as 
we  can  about  our  premortal  life  and  how  it  has 
affected  us  here.  It  is  much  more  important,  how- 
ever, to  learn  this  one  lesson  from  those  facts  — 
that  the  quality  of  our  lives  at  any  one  time  will 
reach  ahead  and  influence  what  we  shall  attain 
in  the  future.  Those  who  keep  their  various  estates, 
be  it  the  first  or  second,  by  acquiring  light  and 
truth,  by  developing  nobility  and  devotion  to  truth, 
and  by  spending  their  time  and  energy  in  vigorous 
promotion  of  God's  purposes  among  men,  will  be 
added  upon  throughout  their  endless  lives.  The 
proof  of  this  fact  lies  all  about  us  and  may  be 
read  in  every  human  life.  In  this  thing,  everyone 
may  know,  if  he  will  but  see.  We  need  not  rest 
on  the  level  of  faith.  It  is  as  Browning  says, 
however,  for  some  do  not  see;  and  ".  .  .  only  he 
who  sees  takes  off  his  shoes." 


^From    an    April,    1951,    Annual    General    Conference    address    by 
Elder  Ezra  Taft  Benson. 


^Journal  of  Discourses,  April  6,  1844. 
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IN  a  great  cathedral  in  Copenhagen,  Denmark, 
stand  the  sculptured  figures  of  the  twelve 
Apostles  of  Christ.^  So  lifelike  is  this  work  by 
Thorvaldsen,-  who  is  often  considered  to  be  Den- 
mark's greatest  sculptor,  that  the  native  Dane  is 
proud  to  show  this  famous  shrine  to  tourists  and 
to  meditate  with  them  as  they  gaze  into  the  faces 
of  the  great  characters  portrayed  there. 

Thorvaldsen  has  portrayed  each  of  the  apostles 
in  a  characteristic  pose,  in  some  cases  holding 
objects  indicating  the  way  they  are  thought  to 
have  met  their  deaths.  As  the  visitor  gazes  into 
the  faces  of  these  twelve  men,  he  marvels  at  the 
inspiration  of  a  sculptor  who  can  so  envision 
character  and  express  it  in  stone. 

As  we  look  into  the  face  of  Matthew,  we  are 
reminded  of  his  giving  up  all  that  he  had  and 
answering  the  call  of  Christ  to  "follow  me."  He 
stands  holding  a  writing  tablet  with  an  angel  at 
his  knees,  thus  portraying  Matthew's  later  life 
as  an  evangelist  and,  traditionally,  a  writer  of 
scripture. 

We  see  Thaddaeus  with  hands  held  in  an  atti- 
tude of  prayer,  this  being  symbolic  of  his  praying 
for  the  ungodly  of  the  world  to  renounce  all 
which  would  keep  them  from  God's  blessings. 

As  we  look  at  Bartholomew,  we  think  only 
of  goodness.  Bartholomew  is  thought  to  be  the 
same  person  as  Nathaneal,  whose  goodness  was 
such  that  it  prompted  the  Master  to  say,  "... 


(For  Course  3,  lesson  of  April  9,  "Jesus  Chose  Twelve  Apostles.") 
^They  stand  in  line,  half  on  the  one  hand  of  Jesus  and  half  on 

the  other.    The  Apostle  Paul  is  substituted  for  Judas  Iscariot. 

^Bertel  Thorvaldsen    (1768-1844),   born  in  Copenhagen,  Denmark, 

was  one  of  the   most  successful  of  the  neo-classical  sculptors  of  the 

18th  Century. 


Behold  an  Israelite  indeed,  in  whom  is  no  guile!" 
{John  1:47.) 

Peter  is  not  shown  as  a  martyr  carrying  the 
cross  of  suffering.  Instead,  he  holds  keys  in  his 
hand  representing  the  keys  to  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  which  some  churches  believe  were  given 
to  Peter. 

As  with  modern  apostles,  all  of  the  apostles 
of  Christ's  day  exhibited  high,  noble  qualities  or 
they  would  not  have  been  chosen.  All  were  special 
to  Jesus  and  to  the  multitudes  whom  they  influ- 
enced. But  we  think  of  one  who  seems  to  have 
been  very  special  and  so  loved  by  Christ  that 
through  the  centuries  he  has  been  known  as 
"John  the  Beloved."  In  Thorvaldsen's  masterly 
work  of  marble,  John  is  depicted  standing  and 
looking  reverently  upward,  receiving  heavenly 
revelations  which  he  is  writing  in  his  book. 

John  was  the  son  of  the  fisherman,  Zebedee, 
and  was  the  brother  of  the  apostle,  James.  Jesus 
found  these  two  brothers  in  a  boat  mending  their 
nets.    Mark  tells  us: 

And  when  he  had  gone  a  little  further  thence, 
he  saw  James  the  son  of  Zebedee,  and  John  his 
brother,  who  also  were  in  the  ship  mending  their 
nets. 

And  straightway  he  called  them:  and  they  left 
their  father  Zebedee  in  the  ship  with  the  hired 
servants,  and  went  after  him.    (Mark  1:19,  20.) 

From  the  name  that  Jesus  gave  to  John  and 
James,  "sons  of  thunder"  (Mark  3:17),  we  infer 
that  John  must  have  been  a  strong  character, 
zealous  in  all  of  his  activities,  and  brave  and 
fearless  in  his  determination  to  follow  the  call 
of  the  Master.    John  must  have  been   a   seeker 
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after  truth,  because  he  was  so  ready  for  the  great 
truths  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  Very  early  in  his 
association  with  His  Master,  John  showed  such 
love  for  Jesus  that  he  was  apparently  given  the 
highest  place  among  the  apostles  in  the  Saviour's 
heart.  Whatever  distinctions  or  commendable 
attributes  the  other  apostles  had,  it  appears  that 
Jesus  had  a  special  love  for  John.  This  was  no 
doubt  because  of  John's  loyal  and  selfless  devo- 
tion to  the  cause  of  truth  and  righteousness. 

John  the  Beloved  was  present  during  many 
of  the  most  sacred  incidents  in  the  Saviour's 
ministry.  He  saw  the  blind  made  to  see,  he  saw 
the  lame  made  to  walk  again,  and  he  witnessed 
some  of  the  most  remarkable  and  divine  incidents 
recorded  in  history.  One  such  incident  is  the 
story  of  the  raising  of  the   daughter  of  Jairus. 

Luke  tells  us  that  ".  .  .  when  he  [Jesus]  came 
into  the  house,  he  suffered  no  man  to  go  in,  save 
Peter,  and  James,  and  John,  and  the  father  and 
the  mother  of  the  maiden."  Then  calling  to  the 
motionless  daughter  of  Jairus,  Jesus  said  ".  .  . 
Maid,  arise.  And  her  spirit  came  again,  and  she 
arose  straightway:  .  .  ."   (Luke  8:51,  54,  55.) 

John  and  Peter  were  given  the  responsibility 
to  prepare  the  Passover  when  that  feast  drew 
nigh. 

And  Peter,  James,  and  John  were  the  privi- 
leged ones  to  be  taken  into  the  mountain  to  pray 
with  Christ  and  witness  His  transfiguration  — 
His  change  of  countenance  and  His  white  and 
glistening  raiment. 

During  Christ's  ministry,  John  shared  with 
others  his  witnessing  of  miracles,  teachings,  and 
the  Master's  general  companionship.   As  has  been 
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indicated,  Peter,  James,  and  John  were  selected 
to  share  some  of  the  Master's  more  moving  ex- 
periences. But  there  were  one  or  two  occasions 
when  John  was  singled  out  from  all  the  others 
of  the  Twelve,  and  these  occasions  add  to  the  be- 
lief that  he  was  truly  "John  the  Beloved."  At 
the  time  of  the  Last  Supper,  when  Jesus  said, 
".  .  .  one  of  you  shall  betray  me,"  it  was  John 
who  was  given  the  answer  indicating  who  the 
traitor  was.    (See  John  13:21-30.) 

In  the  Saviour's  agony  on  the  cross  as  He  saw 
His  mother  mourning  at  His  feet.  He  must  have 
been  very  grateful  that  His  beloved  disciple  was 
by  her  side  and  that  He  could  leave  her  in  that 
disciple's  care.  Christ,  in  His  suffering,  thought 
of  her  welfare  as  He  said,  '*.  .  .  Woman,  behold 
thy  son!"  And  to  John  He  said,  ".  .  .  Behold 
thy  mother!  And  from  that  hour  that  disciple 
took  her  unto  his  own  home."   (John  19:26,  27.) 

John  was  with  Peter  when  Mary  Magdalene 
announced  that  her  Lord  was  not  in  the  sepulchre. 
It  was  John  who  first  looked  inside  the  empty 
tomb.  It  was  also  John  who  first  recognized  the 
resurrected  Christ  on  the  Sea  of  Galilee  when  He 
appeared  in  the  early  dawn  on  the  shore. 

John's  later  history  is  not  recounted  in  the  New 
Testament;  but  according  to  tradition,  he  left 
Jerusalem  and  went  to  Ephesus.  The  historian, 
Eusebius,  says  that  during  the  reign  of  Domitian, 
John  was  sent  into  exile  on  the  Isle  of  Patmos. 

It  was  while  on  Patmos  that  John  was  given 
the  visions  which  are  recorded  in  the  Book  of 
Revelation;  and  it  is  his  act  of  recording  these 
visions  that  Thorvaldsen  portrays  in  the  famous 
statue  of  John.  — Lucy  G.  Sperry. 
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GRANDPARENTS  are  wonderful  people,  aren't 
they  ?  They  make  us  happy.  They  do  many 
nice  things  for  us,  such  as  telling  us  stories  and 
giving  us  good  things  to  eat.  Because  they  are  so 
kind  to  us  and  because  we  love  them,  we  want  to 
help  them  in  whatever  ways  we  can. 

Some  of  us  no  longer  have  our  grandparents 
nor  our  great-grandparents  with  us,  but  we  al- 
ways want  to  remember  them  and  the  heritage 
they  left  to  us.  We  want  to  remember  the  stories 
that  they  told  when  they  were  with  us;  we  want 
to  remember  their  happy  and  kind  faces. 

Many  of  our  grandmothers  and  great-grand- 
mothers had  to  work  very  hard,  when  they  were 
young  girls;  and  their  work  was  very  different 
from  that  which  we  have  to  do.  They  spun  thread 
for  clothing  on  spinning  wheels,  and  they  made 
butter  in  a  churn  which  they  worked  by  hand.  We 
can  remember  their  hard  work  when  we  look  at 
the  spinning  wheels  and  churns  in  grandmother's 
old  home  or  in  museums. 


(For  Course  la,  lesson  of  March  19,  "Our  Family  Is  a  Happy 
Family,"  and  lesson  of  April  23,  "We  Remember  Those  Who  Have 
Returned  to  Our  Heavenly  Father";  and  for  Course  1,  lesson  of  May 
21,  "We  Help  Grandfather  and  Grandmother.") 


Bret,  Patti,  and   Tammy  like  to  look  at  pictures   of  their 
great-grandparents  in  Grandmother  Taylor's  family  album. 


Some  of  our  grandfathers  went  from  place  to 
place  in  a  buggy  or  a  sleigh  which  was  drawn  by 
horses.  Some  others  of  them  had  cars  to  drive. 
These  cars  look  strange  to  us  today,  but  they  were 
right  in  style  when  grandfather  drove  them. 

It  is  fun  to  look  through  picture  albums  or 
"books  of  remembrance"  to  help  us  remember  our 
grandparents  and  great-grandparents.  And  we 
can  have  someone  tell  us  stories  about  them  and 


Father  and  Mother  help  Eddie  and  Bobby  to  remember  and 
honor  great-grandmother  by  piitting  flowers  on  her  grave. 


Lisa    (I.)    and  Deborah  find  that  it  is  fun  to  try  on  the 
clothes  which  Grandmother  wore  when  she  was  a  young  girl. 
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Grandmother  Peck  tells  Shirley  and  Brent  that  this  is  the 
kind  of  spinning  wheel  their  pioneer  grandparents  used. 


Penny,  Cindy,  and  Jejf  find  an  old  butter  churn  at  the  DUP 
Museum  and  ask  Grandmother  Hancock  to  work  it  for  them. 


show  us  the  clothes  which  they  wore.  Perhaps 
they  were  pioneers,  or  maybe  they  moved  to  where 
we  hve  now  from  another  country.  But  their 
clothes  were  very  different  from  the  clothes  we 
wear  today. 

We  can  pay  honor  to  those  grandparents  and 
great-grandparents  who  have  gone  back  to  our 
Heavenly  Father  by  visiting  the  cemetery  and 
placing  flowers  on  their  graves.    We  can  also  pay 


them  honor  by   being  good   and   living  the  way 
they  would  want  us  to  live. 

We  always  want  to  remember  how  our  grand- 
parents and  great-grandparents  looked  and  the 
wonderful  things  they  have  done,  because  someday, 
we  hope  to  be  good  grandparents,  too  —  just  as 
they  have  been! 

— Nettie  E.  Taylor. 


Lisa,  Deborah,  and  Timothy  love  to  ride  in  Grandfather^ s 
old  car  with  Father,  who  helps  Mr.  Beesley  climb  aboard. 


At  the  Daughters  of  the  Utah  Pioneers  Museum,  these  chil- 
dren  see   reminders   of   their   pioneer   great-grandparents. 
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person 

really 

change? 


One  day,  George  asked 
his  teacher  a  question  which  needed  answering 

before  George  could  change 
his  thinking. 


by  Clyde  A,  Parker' 


GEORGE  is  a  typical,  robust,  healthy  teenager. 
He  is  a  junior  at  our  local  high  school.  He 
has  always  been  a  good  student,  though  not  an 
exceptional  one.  He  has  always  been  active  in 
the  Church.  He  is  also  a  good  athlete  and  more 
recently  has  been  dating  Ann,  an  attractive  sopho- 
more. The  other  day  he  asked  one  of  his  teachers 
a  rather  interesting  question. 

"Mr.  Sharp,"  he  asked,  "Do  you  think  it  is 
really  important  for  a  person  my  age  to  buy  life 
insurance?" 

"Why  do  you  ask,  George?" 

"My  father  says  that  if  I  were  to  buy  life  in- 
surance now,  the  rates  would  be  much  less.  He 
says  that  it  is  important  for  a  boy  to  look  to  the 
future  and  to  plan  for  his  family.  If  I  have  my 
life  insurance  program  worked  out  now,  then  I 
will  have  fewer  worries  later  on ;  but  Fm  not  sure." 

"You're  not  sure  of  what,  George?" 

"I'm  not  sure  of  a  lot  of  things.  I'm  not  sure 
that  I  will  ever  need  life  insurance.  So  far  I  haven't 
seen  any  benefit  from  Dad's  insurance.  Besides, 
I  have  been  planning  on  buying  a  car  with  the 
money  I  have  been  earning  on  my  part-time  job." 

How  different  is  George?  Not  really  very  dif- 
ferent from  any  of  us.  He  wants  to  know  what 
good  will  accrue  from  two  alternate  courses  of 
action.  Life  insurance  is  something  abstract; 
something  that  seems  to  benefit  us  (or  our  family) 
only  in  the  future.    On  the  other  hand,  a  car  is 


(For  Course  13,  lessons  of  April  16  and  23,  "Repentance";  for 
Course  5,  lesson  of  March  19,  "Repentance  Is  Necessary  to  Obtain 
Forgiveness,"  lesson  of  March  26,  "Our  Heavenly  Father  Forgives 
Those  Who  Repent,"  and  lesson  of  April  9,  "Great  Men  in  Our  Church 
Repent";  and  for  Course  27,  lesson  of  March  12,  "Faith  unto  Repent- 
ance.") 


something  that  we  can  use  now.  It  is  something 
that  "everybody  has."  It  is  something  we  can  see 
and  feel.  It  is  something  our  friends  will  admire 
and  enjoy.  Similarly,  living  the  Gospel  often  seems 
more  like  life  insurance  than  something  tangible. 

Let  us  look  at  George  in  another  situation. 
Like  most  16-year-olds,  he  is  beginning  to  question 
whether  or  not  the  Church  really  "pays  off." 
George  had  a  big  date  last  Saturday  night;  he 
came  home  later  than  usual  and  is  tired  this  morn- 
ing. After  several  unsuccessful  attempts  to  get 
him  up,  his  mother  begins  to  plead  with  him,  "You 
know  that  it  is  important  to  go  to  priesthood,  so 
that  ..." 

What  is  his  mother  going  to  say  so  that  George 
will  not  feel  that  going  to  Church  and  living  the 
Gospel  are  like  buying  life  insurance?  What  can 
she  say  to  help  him  see  that  the  benefits  from 
living  the  Gospel  are  as  real  and  as  immediate  as 
those  which  seem  to  accrue  from  owning  a  car? 
More  importantly,  how  can  we  help  a  person  who 
may  have  already  started  to  steal  or  to  cheat  or 
to  do  other  things  that  are  wrong,  change  his  be- 
havior and  begin  to  be  more  honest,  more  virtuous, 
and  more  worthy  of  "good  report"? 

These  are  questions  that  psychologists  and  so- 
ciologists, as  well  as  Church  leaders,  ask  them- 
selves because  they  are  equally  concerned  about 
helping  others  to  bring  about  changes  in  their 
behavior.  Perhaps  their  experience  can  provide 
us  with  a  few  leads.  It  sometimes  appears  that  the 

*Dr.  Parker  is  associate  professor  of  speech  at  Brigham  Young 
University  and  ch^fPrrr^T"~gQga=ezniTigeling  service  at  that  university. 
H&  received  ms  ts.S.  and  M.S.  degrees  from  EVU  in  1952," 'ahd  hik 
Ph.D.  degree  from  the  University  of  Minnesota  in  1957. 
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Church  and  social  scientists  do  not  agree  about 
such  matters.  It  may  appear  that  the  social  scien- 
tist, for  example,  may  want  a  man  to  be  free  from 
all  restraint  and  responsibility.  It  may  seem  that, 
as  they  help  a  person  understand  the  events  that 
led  to  his  present  difficulties,  they  are  trying  to 
rid  him  of  blame  and  guilt  as  a  prerequisite  to 
change. 

Rather  than  suggesting  that  one  blame  someone 
else  for  all  of  his  difficulties,  a  psychologist  wants 


^  person  to  accept  theTresponsibillty?  for  his  own 
hre  and^ojiQ  it  on  a  basis  whicl^         person  can 

/,  understand*^ t*iiis  is  the  first  requirement  that  mttst 
\  be  met  if  a  person  is  to  repent  or  to  make  any 

^^  'worthwhile  changes  in  his  life.  It  is  often  nec- 
essary for  such  a  person  to  recognize  the  influence 
that  other  people,  especially  his  parents,  have  had 
on  his  life;  he  must  come  to  terms  with  the  fact 
that  he  has  the  responsibility  from  this  point  on 
to  do  the  best  that  he  can  in  meeting  new  situations 
and  in  making  new  decisions.  In  this  process,  he 
learns  what  he  can  reasonably  expect  of  himself 
and  what  he  can  expect  of  others. 

A  second  condition  necessary  for  repentance 
is  to  be  keenly  aware  of  the  lack  of  real  worth 
in  one's  present  behavior.  Sometimes  we  cali^nits" 
^tJHmg^sorry"  foF~w1iaFwe  have  done.  It  is  im- 
portant that  a  person  be  able  to  see  that  "there  is 
__  no  profit  in  it."   Many  times  we  try  to  do  this  by 

"  making  a  person  feel  "bad"  or  guilty.  It  is  impor- 

tant to  have  a  person  recognize  that  what  he  has 
done  or  is  doing  is  wrong,  but  it  is  equally  im- 
portant that  we  not  make  him  feel  so  guilty  that 
he  considers  himself  "awful,"  "dirty,"  "bad,"  and, 
therefore,  "worthless."  A  person  is  guilty  of  com- 
mitting a  wrong.  Such  an  action  must  be  under- 
stood as  wrong  and  the  effect  of  this  clearly 
understood;  but  this  does  not  mean  that  the 
person,  therefore,  is  bad  or  awful.  "To  destroy 
self-respect  is  a  sin."^  / '  \ 

In  a  project  to  help  juvenile  delinquents  in 
Provo,~-an  attempt  is  being  jnade  to  have  these 
young  peopfe-4Jscuss  togetlier  the  things  they  have 
done  that  have^^r^ulted  in  their  being  in  trouble 
with  the  law.  Man^<^£  them  do  not  see  anything  \ 
wrong  in  stealing' norMn  housebreaking.    But  as 

»  they  talk  about  this  togetlw,  under  wise  leader- 

ship, the3r/<fan  see  why  what^hey  have  done  is 
wrong-^'They  do  this  without  being^called  "bad"  or 
J'mean"  or  "no  good." 

The  third  condition  necessary  for  >iepentance 
is  that  one  understands  in  what  way  he  will  bene- 
fit  from  doing  the  right  thing.  In  the  same  way- 
iat  George  found  it  difficult  to  consider  buying 
life  insurance,  we  sometimes  find  it  difficult  to  do 
the  right  thing  because  the  rewards  seem  so  far 
in  the  future. 


One  young  high  school  friend  of  mine  recently 
told  me  how  his  father  has  presented  the  Word  of 
Wisdom  to  him.  He  said  his  father  did  not  tell 
him  how  bad  it  was  to  smoke  or  drink,  nor  did  he 
tell  him  about  the  reward  in  heaven.  Instead,  he 
sat  down  with  him,  and  in  a  friendly  and  under- 
standing fashion,  he  asked  questions  which  helped 
to  point  out  the  benefits  of  living  the  Word  of 
Wisdom  now.  Such  items  as  self-respect,  a  healthy 
body,  more  spending  money,  greater  facility  in 
athletic  endeavors,  and  a  more  select  group  of 
friends  were  pointed  out.  As  they  continued  to 
discuss  these  things  together,  it  became  very  clear 
to  my  friend  that  though  there  were  some  attrac- 
tive things  about  smoking,  the  odds  were  certainly 
in  favor  of  not  doing  so.  He  says  he  "just  isn't 
tempted  any  more."  \ 

Ajfourth  cQndition  for  repentance  Jsjthat  one  \ 
does  something_t"jibPiTige.    This  condition  sounds 
^     '^  ^'igjlhiple,  but  it  Is  probably  the_most  diffi-  / 


^Richard  L.  Evans,  "The  Spoken  Word,"  April  19,   1959. 


It.  Fundamental  to  this  is_a^person!aJ£eeIing-±hat  / 
t  is  possible  to  change.  I  have  seen  many  peopl^ 
"^^^^wei?e--so-trud:aeirBown  with  the  burden  of 
their  guilt  that  they  felt  no  one  could  ever  respect 
them  and,  therefore,  that  it  was  hopeless  for  them 
to  change.  When  a  person  reaches  this  state,  it 
seems  that  only  a  warm,  patient,  understanding 
friend  or  confidante  can  help^him  to  feel  that  it  is 
worth_tryingT  This  is  tlie  part  we^a^often  play 
as  teachers  or  as  interil^ed  friencfswho   really 

"cM^ef=6nce  a  person  feels  someone  doescare_aiuiut 

him,  he  can  make  the  first  stepr^THenTlust  as  a 
15aby~~ga1iT5~coiiftdence~^om:^nis  first  step,  so  a 
person  who  is  trying  to  forsake  the  wrong  for  the 
right  gains  confidence  in  himself.  But  more  than 
this  happens.  He  learns  for  himself  that  his  newly- 
chosen  way  is  better  and  more  satisfying  than  the 
old.  He  finds  that  he  can  look  his  friends,  his 
family^  anii,his,GQd'*in  the  eye"  ^.nd  he  feels  good. 
"""^  may  seem  simple  to  say  that  a  person  must 
"do  something."  But  this  is  really,  the  key  to 
repentance;  for  through  doing  something,  a  person 
iimself  that  he  can  do  that  which  is  worth- 


sees  lor 

while  and  that  what  he  has  done  in  the  past  was 
not  right.  ^^,__.,„,.,b— * 

Gan_jr  person  realjy^^  change  ?  Yes !  With  love 
and  understanding  we^aiTTrell)  George  and  others 
like  him  to  realize  that  there  is  really  no  joy  in 
wrongdoing,  that  the  rewards  for  living  right  are 
real  and  more  immediate  than  those  apparent  in 
life  insurance,  that  the  responsibility  for  his  life 
is  really  his,  and  most  of  all,  that  we  love  him 
and  sustain  him  in  his  efforts  to  do  what  is  right. 
It  is  then  that  he  will  feel  the  peace,  the  joy,  and 
the  serenity  that  comes  with  being  able  to  say 
quietly  to  himself,  "I  have  behaved  honestly  and 
courageously  in  accordance  with  what  I  know  is 
best." 
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OFTEN  in  reading  about  persecutions  and  trib- 
ulations, we  think  only  of  the  adults,  for- 
getting the  sufferings  of  the  children  and  the  effect 
such  experiences  may  have  had  in  shaping  the 
future  lives  of  those  young  and  tender  ones. 

An  incident  of  great  future  importance  to  the 
Church  happened  to  Joseph  F.  Smith  during  the 
sorrowful  days  of  the  Missouri  persecution.  This 
boy  was  the  son  of  Hyrum  Smith,  who  was  the 
brother  of  the  Prophet  Joseph. 

Hyrum  was  taken  prisoner  by  a  Missouri  mob 
a  few  days  before  his  son,  Joseph,  was  born  on 
Nov.  13,  1838,  in  Far  West,  Missouri.  He  was  in 
their  hands  for  several  months  and  was  thus  un- 
able to  comfort  his  wife,  Mary  Fielding  Smith  in 
her  travail,  or  to  press  a  proud  kiss  upon  the  brow 
of  their  newborn  son. 

Soon  after  the  birth,  lawless  ruffians  rushed 


(For  Course  7,  lesson  of  April  9,  "The  Exodus  to  Missouri,"  and 
lesson  of  April  16,  "Sorrowful  Days  in  Missouri";  and  for  Course  11, 
lesson  of  March  12,  "The  Church  at  Independence,"  and  lesson  of 
March  19,  "The  Saints  in  Northern  Missouri.") 

*  Sister  Cannon  is  literary  lesson  leader  in  the  Relief  Society  of 
the  Twentieth  Ward,  Ensign  (Salt  Lake)  Stake.  She  also  serves  as  a 
substitute  Sunday  School  teacher  and  as  a  member  of  the  education 
committee  of  that  ward.  She  received  her  M.A.  degree  in  education 
from  the  University  of  Utah. 


by  Ramona  W.  Cannon* 


into  Mary's  home  searching  for  valuable  and  im- 
portant papers.  Clawing  wildly  about,  they  turned 
the  bedding  upside  down  on  the  baby  boy.  He  was 
almost  dead  from  suffocation  before  his  plight  was 
discovered. 

When  Joseph  was  51/2  years  old,  his  father 
and  the  Prophet  came  riding  up  to  the  house  on 
their  way  to  Carthage  —  and  martyrdom.  Young 
Joseph  remembered  all  his  hfe  the  time  when, 
'*.  .  .  without  getting  off  his  horse  father  leaned 
over  in  his  saddle  and  picked  me  up  off  the  ground. 
He  kissed  me  goodbye  and  put  me  down  again,  and 
I  saw  him  ride  away." 

As  with  fire  tempering  steel,  the  sufferings  of 
Joseph's  mother  and  himself  in  Missouri,  Illinois, 
and  Winter  Quarters,  strengthened  him  so  that  he 
reached  a  man's  estate  of  spirituality  and  respon- 
sibilitiia  while  still  a  child.  Of  the  journey  across 
the  plains,  when  he  was  only  9  years  old,  he  re- 
lates: "I  yoked,  unyoked  and  drove  my  [ox-] 
teams,  and  took  my  turn  as  day  guard  with  the 
men."^ 


iPreston    Nibley,    The    Presidents    of   the    Church,    1941    edition; 
Deseret  Book  Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;   pages  228,  234. 
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Joseph  F.  Smith  grew  up  to  become  the  sixth 
President  of  our  Church. 

November  of  1833  was  a  bitter  month  for  the 
Saints  who  had  built  homes  or  had  taken  refuge 
in  Jackson  County,  Missouri.  The  Saints  were  per- 
mitted little  time  in  which  to  leave,  and  even  during 
that  little  time,  their  lives  were  in  constant  danger 
of  mob  violence. 

All  through  this  day  and  the  day  following  (the 
sixth  and  seventh  of  November),  women  and  chil- 
dren were  fleeing  in  every  direction  from  the  pres- 
ence of  the  merciless  mob.  One  company  of  one 
hundred  and  ninety — all  women  and  children,  ex- 
cept three  decrepit  old  men — was  driven  thirty 
miles  across  a  burnt  prairie.  The  ground  was 
thinly  crusted  with  sleet,  and  the  trail  of  these 
exiles  was  easily  followed  by  the  blood  which 
flowed  from  their  lacerated  feet! 

Two  months  later,  in  January,  1834,  these  peo- 
ple were  driven  out  from  the  spot  where  they  had 
made  a  sort  of  camp  ".  .  .  to  wander  without  shelter 
in  the  most  severe  winter  months.  Many  of  them 
were  taken  suddenly  ill  and  died.'*- 

Other  groups  of  Saints  were  also  driven  from 
Jackson  County.  All  became  confusion;  and  chil- 
dren were  lost,  searching  piteously  for  their  par- 
ents, while  parents  searched  with  the  greatest 
anxiety  for  their  children. 

Among  those  fleeing  were  Abigail  Leonard,  her 
husband  and  several  children.  Sister  Leonard 
wrote : 

The  next  day  we  continued  our  journey,  over 
cold,  frozen,  barren  prairie  ground,  many  of  our 
party  barefoot  and  stockingless,  feet  and  legs  bleed- 
ing. Mine  was  the  only  family  ivhose  feet  were 
clothed,  and  that  day,  while  alone,  I  asked  the 
Lord  what  I  should  do,  and  his  answer  ivas:  "Di- 
vide among  the  sufferers,  and  thou  shalt  be  repaid 
four- fold!"  I  then  gave  till  I  had  given  more  than 
15  pairs  of  stockings.^ 

Later,  Sister  Leonard's  husband  was  brutally 
handled  and  left  for  dead  by  the  mobsters,  and 
he  was  saved  only  by  a  miracle  under  the  hands 
of  the  elders. 

Many  of  the  Saints  beheld  the  display  of  shoot- 
ing stars  in  the  heavens  on  the  night  of  Nov.  13, 
1833,  which  came  to  be  known  as  the  "Night  of 
the  Shooting  Stars."  B.  H.  Roberts  thus  describes 
this  phenomenon: 


2B.  H.  Roberts,  The  Missouri  Persecutions,  1920  edition;  George 
Q.  Cannon  and  Sons  Co.,  Publishers,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  page  107, 
including  Lyman  Wight's  affidavit.  Times  and  Seasons,  1843;  page  264. 

^Edward  W.  Tullidge,  The  Women  of  Mormondom,  reprint  of 
original  1877  edition,  1957;  lithographed  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah; 
pages  164,  165. 


The  whole  heavens  and  the  earth  were  made 
brilliant  by  the  streams  of  light.  .  .  The  whole 
upper  deep  was  one  vast  display  of  heaven's  fire- 
works.* 

In  the  cruel  tragedy  of  the  Haun's  Mill  Mass- 
acre, Oct.  30,  1838,  in  Caldwell  County,  Missouri, 
a  total  of  19  men  and  little  boys  were  shot  down 
with  the  most  heartless  cruelty.  For  burial,  their 
bodies  had  to  be  thrown  into  a  dry  well. 

Amanda  Smith  and  her  two  little  girls  fled  into 
the  woods,  the  mob  shooting  at  them  as  they  ran. 
When  the  firing  ceased,  she  went  to  the  black- 
smith's shop  where  her  husband  and  three  sons 
were,  only  to  find  her  husband  and  one  son  killed 
and  little  Alma  hideously  wounded.  His  entire  hip 
joint  had  been  shot  away,  "flesh,  hip  bone,  joint 
and  all.  .  ." 

The  women  were  sobbing,  in  the  greatest  an- 
guish of  spirit;  the  children  were  crying  loudly 
with  fear  and  grief  .  .  .  the  dogs  howled  over  their 
dead  masters  and  the  cattle  were  terrified.  .  . 

"Oh  my  Heavenly  Father,"  .  .  .  I  cried,  .  .  . 
''Thou  .  .  .  knowest  my  inexperience  .  .  .  direct  me 
what  to  do!" 

And  then  I  was  directed  as  by  a  voice  speaking 
to  me. 

Sister  Smith  was  instructed  to  make  some  lye 
from  the  ashes  of  their  shagbark  hickory  fire, 
which  was  still  burning,  and  to  cleanse  the  wound 
thoroughly  with  the  lye. 

.  .  .  /  again  prayed  to  the  Lord  and  was  again 
instructed  distinctly  as  though  a  physician  had 
been  standing  by  speaking  to  me.^ 

She  was  told  to  make  a  slippery-elm  poultice 
and  fill  the  wound  with  it. 

Sister  Smith  obeyed.  It  always  seemed  incred- 
ible to  doctors  who  examined  this  child ;  but  as  the 
result  of  the  great  faith  shown  by  his  mother  and 
himself,  a  formation  of  gristle  grew  over  his 
wound  and  took  the  place  of  the  bone  and  the  joint 
that  had  been  shot  away.  Alma  Smith  could  walk 
and  climb  as  normally  as  other  boys. 

In  Missouri  and  other  places  where  the  Church 
settled  during  its  westward  movement,  LDS  chil- 
dren felt  the  wrath  of  the  persecuting  mobs.  Many 
lost  their  lives  or  were  wounded  through  the  ruth- 
less tactics  of  the  mobsters.  But  many  of  those 
who  survived  became  leaders  in  the  Church  as  it 
grew  in  the  West,  their  faith  and  courage  having 
been  tempered  by  the  persecutions  suffered  in  their 
childhood  years. 


*B.  H.  Roberts,  The  Missouri  Persecutions;  page  109. 
BE.  W.  Tullidge,  The  Women  of  Mormondom;  page  124. 
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Josepli  Smitli  -  man  of  tolerance 


I 


by  William  E.  Berrett 


THERE  frequently  exists  misunderstandings 
about  one  who  is  a  firm  advocate  of  the 
truth.  His  fiery  advocacy  of  the  right  forces  him, 
of  necessity,  to  be  at  the  same  time  an  active  op- 
ponent of  that  which  is  wrong.  This  is  invariably 
the  role  of  the  prophet,  and  it  is  the  role  of  God 
Himself,  as  we  read:  "...  I  the  Lord  cannot  look 
upon  sin  with  the  least  degree  of  allowance."  (Doc- 
trine and  Covenants  1:31.)    f'fT^S,    /MTo*^e]2^^it^ 

To  some,  this  denunciation  of  evil,  of  wrong- 
doing, of  sin,  has  been  erroneously  considered  as 
intolerance.  But  tolerance  or  intolerance^  is  not 
properly  applied  t(r^ne^s~~aiHluHe"toward~"  right 
and  wrong.  ^Werethat  tne  case.  intoTerimce''WOUld 
be  a  virtue  and  tolerance  a  vice;  for  who  would 
wish  to  remain  indifferent  to  that  which  is  wrong, 
unjust,  criminal,  or  licentious?  IJTolerance.  rather, 
' has  to  do  with  a  man's  attitude  toward  his  fellows. 
Itis  a  respect  for  other  men's  opinions,  customs, 
ahd  ways^  life.   It  is  devotion  to  liberty  of  con- 

science,  religion  and  politics,  a  recognition  of  the 

-        '■'  II  I        i,         <■-      '**  '  ». 

(For  Course  11,  lesson  of  April  23,  "Joseph  Smith";  for  Course  7, 
lesson  of  May  21,  "Joseph  Smith  among  Friends  and  Enemies,"  and 
lesson  of  Jvme  4,  "Joseph  Smith,  Our  First  President";  and  of  general 
interest. ) 


sacredness  of  indi3adjiality.  It  is  in  these  fields 
that  the  prophet  surpasses  his  fellow  men;  and, 
therein,  his  love  for  mankind,  which  is  the  founda- 
tion for  tolerance,  finds  expression. 

Few  prophets  have  left  us  so  many  teachings 
on  tolerance  as  has  Joseph  Smith,  himself  the  vic- 
tim of  much  intolerance.  Incarcerated  in  Liberty 
Jail,  Liberty,  Missouri,  during  the  winter  of  1838- 
39,  subjected  to  bitter  cold,  poor  food,  and  harsh 
treatment,  Joseph  could  yet  write  to  the  Saints : 

No  power  or  influence  can  or  ought  to  be  main- 
tainp.d  hy_virf.ij.P.  nf  thf.  prip.i^tJ^.nnd^  only  hlj  per- 
suasion, by  long -suffering,  by  gentleness  and 
7ris£hn^ss,  and  by  love  unfeigned';  " 
'  '"'^ykindn'^s,  and  pure  kno'lPledge,  which  shall 
greatly  enlarge  the  soul  without  hypocrisy,  and 
without  guile — 

Reproving  betimes  with  sharpness,  when  moved 
upon  by  the  Holy  Ghost;  and  then  showing  forth 
afterwards  an  increase  of  love  toward  him.  whom 
thou  hast  reproved,  lest  he  esteem  thee  to  be  his 
enemy; 

That  he  may  know  that  thy  faithfulness  is 
stronger  than  the  cords  of  death. 

Let  thy  bowels  also  be  full  of  charity  towards 
all  men,  and  to  the  household  of  faith,  and  let 
virtue  garnish  thy  thoughts  unceasingly;  then  shall 
thy  confidence  wax  strong  in  the  presence  of  God; 
and  the  doctrine  of  the  priesthood  shall  distil  upon 
thy  soul  as  the  dews  from  heaven.  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  121:41-45.) 

When  asked  by  John  Wentworth,  editor  of  the 

Chicago  Democrat,  in  1842,  to  write  a  brief  state- 

mei^  of  Latter-day  Saint  beliefs,  he  included  in 

nts  thef ollowi] 

^  ^eclaim  the  privilege  of  worshiping  Almighty 
U^o'd accoratng  to  the  dictates  of  our  own  conscience, 
ana  aUow  all  men  the  sam,e  'Privilege.   Let  them 

^rship  hnm  trhpTP.^  (if  ^^hat  theu  may.    (Eleventh 

rticle  of  Faith.) 

And  further: 


.  .  .  If  there  is  anything  virtuous,  lovely,  or  of 
good  report  or  praiseworthy,  we  seek  after  these 
things.   (Thirteenth  Article  of  Faith.) 

This  same  spirit  is  manifest  in  the  declaration 
of  Church  attitudes  toward  civil  government  found 
in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  134:4,  9,  which,  if 
not  written  by  the  Prophet,  was,  at  any  rate, 
approved  by  him. 

This  is  in  harmony  with  the  teachings  of  the 
Nephite  prophets,  which  teachings  were  brought 
forth  by  the  Prophet  Joseph  in  his  translation  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon  and  were  fully  ascribed  to 
by  him.    (See  Alma  30:7-9.) 
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The  Prophet  Joseph's  tolerance  toward  all 
is  nowhere  better  portrayed  than  in  one  of  his 
sermons  delivered  to  the  Saints  in  Nauvoo.  To 
quote  in  part : 

The  Mussulman  condemns  the  heathen,  the  Jew, 
and  the  Christian,  and  the  whole  world  of  man- 
kind that  reject  his  Koran,  as  infidels,  and  con- 
signs the  wholi  of  them  to  perdition.  The  Jew^ 
believes  that  tipe  whole  world  that  rejects  his  fj^ 
and  are  not  ci/cumcised,  are  Gentile  dogs,  andwi 
be  damned.  The  heathen  is  equally  as  tenacio'ds 
about  his  principles,  and  the  Christian  consigns  lill 
to  perdition  who  cannot  bow  to  his  creed,  a 
submit  to  his  IPSE  DIXIT. 

But  while  one  portion  of  the  human  race  is 
judging  and  condemning  the  other  without  mercy, 
the  Great  Parent  of  the  universe  looks  upon  the 
whole  human  family  with  a  fatherly  care  and  pa- 
ternal regard;  He  views  them  as  His  offspring, 
and  without  any  of  those  contracted  feelings  that 
influence  the  children  of  men,  causes  "His  sun  to 
rise  on  the  evil  and  on  the  good,  and  sendeth  rain 
on  the  just  and  on  the  unjust."  He  holds  the  reins 
of  judgment  in  His  hands;  He  is  a  wise  Lawgiver, 
and  will  judge  all  men,  not  according  to  the  narrow, 
contracted  notions  of  men,  but  "according  to  the 
deeds  done  in  the  body  whether  they  be  good  or 
il,"  or  whether  these  deeds  were  done  in  England, 
erica,  Spain,  Turkey,  or  India.  ,  .^ 

he  tolerance  of  Joseph  Smith  surprised  many 
non-Mormon  visitor.  The  Masonic  Grand  Master 
In  the  State  of  Illinois  thus  wrote  of  him  to  the 
Advocate : 

.  .  ,  With  Joseph  Smith,  the  hospitality  of  whose 
house  f  kindly  received,  I^m^weUyLeased.  '  Of 
(^urse,  on  the  suOject  opTeTz^zS^'^emSeTi/  dif- 
fered; but  he  apveared  to  be  quite  as  willing  to  per- 
"--■'  —  '"^Q  P/n.jny  'vp.y  right  of  oninion  as  1  think  we 
to  be  to  let  the  Mormons  eniov  theirs.^ 

This  aspect  of  Joseph's  character  can  be  found 
throughout  his  many  recorded  sermons  and  letters. 
In  a  letter  to  the  Saints  abroad  he  wrote: 

All  persons  are  entitled  to  their  agency,  for 
God  has  so  ordained  it.  He  has  constituted  man- 
kind moral  agents,  and  given  them  power  to  choose 
good  or  evil;  to  seek  after  that  which  is  good,  by 
pursuing  the  pathway  of  holiness  in  this  life,  which 
brings  peace  of  mind  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost 
here,  and  a  fulness  of  joy  and  happiness  hereafter; 
or  to  pursue  an  evil  course,  going  on  in  sin  and 
rebellion  against  God,  thereby  bringing  condemna- 
tion to  their  souls  in  this  world  and  an  eternal  loss 
in  the  world  to  come.  Since  the  God  of  heaven  has 
left  these  things  optional  with  every  individual, 
we  do  not  wish  to  deprive  them  of  it.  We  only 
wish  to  act  the  part  of  a  faithful  watchman.^ 

On  another  occasion,  in  a  sermon,  he  said: 

^Joseph  Smith.  History  of  the  Church,  Vol.  IV,  2nd  edition;  Des- 
eret  Book  Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  pages  595,  596. 

^George  Q.  Cannon,  Life  of  Joseph  Smith,  2nd  edition;  Deseret 
News,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  pages  345,  346. 

•*John  Henry  Evans,  Joseph  Smith  An  American  Prophet,  1946; 
Macmillan  Company,  New  York,  New  York;   page  229. 


//  /  esteem  mankind  to  be  in  error,  shall  I 
bear  them  down?  No.  i  }vill  lift  them  up,  and  in 
their  own  way  too,  if  1  canncrt,  r)ersy:gp.e  th.ern.  m.u 
upiy\  is  better:  and  ITwill  not  seek  to  ^mvel  ^ariy 
man  to  believe  asl  do,  only  by  the  torcTor  reascm^ 

^ _.  will  cut  its  own  way .  Do  y&u  believe 

in  Jesus  Christ  and  the  Gospel  of  salvation  which 
he  revealed?  So  do  I.  Christians  should  cease 
rangling  and  contending  with  each  other,  and 
ivate  the  principles  of  union  and  friendship  in 
ithei>r  midst;  ... 

.  .  I  am  just  as  ready  to  die  in  defending  the 
'rights  of  a  Fresbyterian,  a  Baptist,  or  a  good  man 
"pt  any  other  deno'inination ;  for 'the  same  principle 
which  would  trample  upon  the  rights  of  the  LatTer- 
day  Saints  would  trample  upon  the  rights  of  the 
Roman  Cathoncs,  or  oj  any  otner  aenomination 
who  TTiay  be  unvopular  and  too  weak  tod^end 
themselves.^  ""  ""^ 


Joseph's  tolerance  for  other  people  often  caused 
him  to  come  to  the  defense  of  those  who  were 
being  condemned  by  some  of  his  associates.  The 
case  of  Pelatiah  Brown  will  serve  to  illustrate. 
In  1843,  Pelatiah  Brown  was  called  before  the  High 
Council  and  tried  on  the  grounds  that  he  had  been 
preaching  false  doctrine.  Joseph  Smith  later  re- 
ferred to  this  in  a  sermon,  and  in  the  course  of 
his  remarks  said: 

/  did  not  like  the  old  man  being  called  up  for 
erring  in  doctrine.  H  looks  too  much  like  the 
Methodist,  and  not  like  the  Latter-day  Saints. 
Methodists  have  creeds  which  a  man  must  believe 
or  be  asked  out  of  their  church.  I  want  the  liberty 
of  thinking  and  believing  as  I  please.  It  feels  so 
good  not  to  be  tramynelled.  It  does  not  prove  that 
a  man  is  not  a  good  man  because  he  errs  in  doc- 
trine.^ 

The  Prophet  Joseph  was  an  unusual  man  who, 
hearing  of  the  cruelties  inflicted  upon  the  Saints 
in  Missouri,  gave  timely  advice  to  them  and  to  all 

of  us.  !   '" 

.  .  .  We  ought  always  to  be  aware  of  those  pre- 
judices which  sometimes  so  strangely  present  them- 
selves, and  are  so-  congenial  to  human  nature, 
against  our  friends,  neighbors  and  brethren  of  the 
world,  who  choose  to  differ  from  us  in  opinion  and 
in  matters  of  faith.  Our  religion  is  betiveen  us 
and  our  God.  Their  religion  is  between  them  and 
their  God, 

There  is  a  love  from  God  that  should  be  ex- 
ercised toward  those  of  our  faith,  who  walk  up- 
rightly, which  is  peculiar  to  itself,  but  it  is  without 
prejudice;  it  also  gives  scope  to  the  mind,  which 
enables  us  to  conduct  ourselves  with  greater  liber- 
ality towards  all  that  are  not  of  our  faith,  than 
what  they  exercise  towards  one  another.*^ 

The  intolerant  seek  to  rule  by  edict  or  by  force. 
Not  so  the  Prophet^Jj^eph,  whose  advice  on  this 
matter  stands  as  a  lastilig  guide  to  the  Church. 


^Joseph  Smith,  History  of  the  Church,  Vol.  V;  pages  498,  499. 
^Toseph  Smith,  History  of  the  Church,  Vol.  V;  page  340. 
"Joseph  Smith,  History  of  the  Church,  Vol.  Ill;  pages  304,  305. 
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Fourth  in  a  Series  on  Gospel  Teaching  in  the  Home 


by  Reed  H.  Bradford 

I.  Introduction 

We  read  of  the  Saviour: 

And  when  he  was  demanded  of  the  Pharisees, 
when  the  kingdom  of  God  should  come,  he  answered 
them  and  said.  The  kingdom  of  God  cometh  not 
with  observation: 

Neither  shall  they  say,  Lo  here!  or,  lo  there! 
for,  behold,  the  kingdom  of  God  is  within  you. 
{Luke  17:20,  21.) 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  lesson  to  examine  some 
possible  meanings  that  the  Saviour  had  in  mind 
when  He  made  this  statement. 

II.  Main  Concept 

An  individual  who  becomes  totally  involved 
in  the  Saviour's  teachings  is  "born  again."  (See 
"Jesus  and  Nicodemus,"  page  55. 0 

There  was  a  man  of  the  Pharisees,  named  Nico- 
demus,  a  ruler  of  the  Jews: 

The  same  came  to  Jesus  by  night,  and  said  unto 
him,  Rabbi,  we  know  that  thou  art  a  teacher  come 
from  God:  for  no  man  can  do  these  miracles  that 
thou  doest,  except  God  be  with  him. 

Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  him.  Verily,  veri- 
ly, I  say  unto  thee.  Except  a  man  be  born  again, 
he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Nicodemus  saith  unto  him,  How  can  a  man  be 
born  when  he  is  old?  can  he  enter  the  second  time 
into  his  mother's  womb,  and  be  born? 

Jesus  answered.  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee, 
Except  a  man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit, 
he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.  (John 
3:1-5.) 

The  answer  to  Nicodemus'  question  as  to  how 
a  person  who  has  already  been  born  once  could  be 
born  again  reveals  a  principle  that  is  indispensable 
for  any  individual  who  would  experience  eternal 
joy.  Without  going  through  this  process  of  enter- 
ing into  a  new  way  of  living,  it  is  not  possible  for 
a  person  to  experience  the  greatest  satisfaction  in 
this  life  nor  to  inherit  the  celestial  kingdom  in  the 
next.  The  scriptures  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  are  replete  with  references  to 
this  subject.   The  Pearl  of  Great  Price  states  that: 


(For  Course  13,  lesson  of  April  16,  "Repentance,"  and  lesson  of 
April  30,  "Baptism";  for  Course  27,  lesson  of  March  12,  "Faith  unto 
Repentance,"  and  lesson  of  March  19,  "Born  of  Water";  for  Course 
29,  lesson  of  April  9,  "Ordinance  of  Baptism";  and  for  home  use.) 

^Titles  and  page  numbers  in  parentheses  are  articles  in  this  issue 
of  The  Instructor. 


.  .  .  Adam  .  .  .  was  carried  doivn  into  the  water, 
and  was  laid  under  the  water,  and  was  brought 
forth  out  of  the  water. 

And  thus  he  was  baptized,  and  the  Spirit  of 
God  descended  upon  him,  and  thus  he  was  born  of 
the  Spirit,  and  became  quickened  in  the  inner  man. 
(Moses  6:64,  65.) 

Joseph  Smith  indicated  that  this  rebirth,  which, 
if  certain  conditions  are  met,  may  occur  through 
the  laying  on  of  hands  for  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  is  one  of  the  first  principles  and  ordinances 
of  the  Gospel.  The  basic  emphasis  of  this  lesson, 
therefore,  concerns  itself  with  the  things  that  we 
must  do  in  order  to  be  "born  again." 

III.     Supporting  Concepts 

Any  individual  who  will  meet  the  following  con- 
ditions will  experience  the  rebirth  of  which  the 
Saviour  spoke. 

A.  He  makes  a  personal  commitment  to  the 
Saviour  to  live  His  teachings.  One  way  to  carry 
out  this  commitment  is  to  be  baptized  into  His 
Church,  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  which  has  been  delegated  by  Him  to  carry 
out  this  ordinance. 

B.  After  the  baptism,  those  holding  the  proper 
authority  grant  the  individual  the  right  to  have 
the  influence  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  his 
life  by  laying  their  hands  upon  the  individual's  head 
and  giving  him  the  right  to  receive  them.  (See 
"Holy  Ghost,  Holy  Spirit,  Comforter,"  page  56.) 

C.  The  individual  must  demonstrate  the  proper 
kinds  of  attitudes  in  order  to  receive  the  influence 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.  What  are  some  of  these  basic 
attitudes?   In  the  first  place,  he  must  be  humble. 

Such  an  individual  is  without  vanity;  he  is 
teachable  and  wants  to  know  the  truth.  He  frees 
himself  from  bias  and  incorrect  information,  and 
tries  to  understand  things  and  people  as  they  are. 
(See  "Joseph  Smith — Man  of  Tolerance,"  page  50.) 

D.  The  individual  demonstrates  integrity  — 
that  is,  an  honest  effort  and  devotion  in  living  the 
teachings  of  the  Saviour.  This  is  really  the  ulti- 
mate test.  A  person  might  be  baptized  into  the 
Church,  have  hands  laid  upon  him  by  the  people 
in  authority  so  that  he  might  receive  the  influence 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  might  want  to  live  the 
teachings;  however,  unless  he  demonstrates  by  his 
life  that  he  will  give  loyalty  to  these  teachings, 
it  is  impossible  for  this  divine  influence  to  enter 
his  life.  The  Lord  made  the  same  point  when,  in 
speaking  of  the  rights  of  the  priesthood.  He  said : 

Behold,  there  are  many  called,  but  few  are 
chosen.  And  why  are  they  not  chosen? 
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Because  their  hearts  are  set  so  much  upon  the 
things  of  this  world,  and  aspire  to  the  honors  of 
men,  that  they  do  not  learn  this  one  lesson — 

That  the  rights  of  the  priesthood  are  insepar- 
ably connected  with  the  powers  of  heaven,  and 
that  the  powers  of  heaven  cannot  be  controlled  nor 
handled  only  upon  the  principles  of  righteousness. 

That  they  may  be  conferred  upon  us,  it  is  true; 
but  ivhen  we  undertake  to  cover  our  sins,  .  .  .  be- 
hold, the  heavens  withdraw  themselves;  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  is  grieved;  and  when  it  is  withdratvn, 
Amen  to  the  priesthood  or  the  authority  of  that 
man.    (Doctrine  and  Covenants  121:34-37.) 

IV.  Some  Changes  Accompanying  a  Rebirth  in 
One's  Life 

There  are  many  examples  that  one  might  give 
to  illustrate  the  kinds  of  changes  that  occur  when 
one  has  experienced  this  rebirth.  Peter,  before  he 
experienced  it,  denied  the  Saviour  on  three  occa- 
sions, but  afterward  had  a  new  kind  of  strength. 
He  subsequently  endured  all  manner  of  persecu- 
tion and  suffering,  but  remained  a  faithful  repre- 
Jsentative  of  the  Saviour.  Alma,  before  the  visita- 
tion of  divine  beings,  had  rebelled  against  the  Lord 
and  persecuted  His  Church.  Afterwards  he  became 
one  of  the  greatest  of  Christian  missionaries. 

Many  individuals  who,  before  this  rebirth  have 
been  enslaved  by  their  physical  desires,  afterwards 
demonstrate  the  ability  to  manage  their  emotions. 
Some,  who  before  idled  away  their  time,  now  be- 
come fervent  students  and  continuously  seek  knowl- 
edge out  of  the  best  books.  Others  who  before 
were  ruthless  in  dealing  with  others,  demonstrate 
afterwards  understanding,  respect,  and  considera- 
tion. (See  "Can  a  Person  Really  Change,"  page 
46;  "The  Five  'R's'  of  Repentance,"  page  66.) 

V.  The  Joy  of  this  Rebirth 

King  Benjamin  has  given  an  excellent  descrip- 
tion of  the  joy  associated  with  this  new  kind  of 
life.   He  said : 

And  now,  because  of  the  covenant  which  ye 
have  made  ye  shall  be  called  the  children  of  Christ, 
his  sons,  and  his  daughters;  for  behold,  this  day 
he  hath  spiritually  begotten  you;  for  ye  say  that 
your  hearts  are  changed  through  faith  on  his  name; 
therefore,  ye  are  born  of  him  and  have  become  his 
sons  and  his  daughters. 

And  under  this  head  ye  are  made  free,  and 
there  is  no  other  head  luhereby  ye  can  be  made  free. 
There  is  no  other  name  given  whereby  salvation 
cometh;  therefore,  I  tvould  that  ye  should  take  up- 
on you  the  name  of  Christ,  all  you  that  have  entered 
into  the  covenant  with  God  that  ye  should  be 
obedient  unto  the  end  of  your  lives. 

And  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  whosoever  doeth 
this  shall  be  found  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  for 
he  shall  know  the  name  by  which  he  is  called;  for 
he  shall  be  called  by  the  name  of  Christ.  (Mosiah 
5:7-9.) 


In  short,  then,  the  individual  acquires  the  char- 
acteristics of  a  true  Christian  and  one  worthy  to 
be  a  member  of  the  kingdom  of  our  Heavenly 
Father.  He  is,  indeed,  quickened  in  the  inner  man. 
He  seeks  to  involve  himself  with  a  kind  of  spirit, 
action,  and  living  that  characterizes  the  Eternal 
Father,  the  Saviour,  and  the  Holy  Ghost. 

VI.     Method  of  Presentation 

A.  As  usual,  let  each  member  of  the  family 
indicate  the  main  theme,  concept,  idea,  or  objective 
of  a  Sunday  School  lesson  and  poiiif  out  what  spe- 
cific things  he  intends  to  do  to  apply  the  lesson 
in  his  life  during  the  coming  week. 

B.  The  following  ideas  might  be  helpful  in 
presenting  the  lesson : 

1.  The  leader  of  the  discussion  might  ask  each 
of  the  family  members  who  have  been  bap- 
tized to  explain  what  this  means  to  them. 

2.  Have  a  family  member  read  the  incident 
concerning  Nicodemus.  Then  ask  members 
of  the  family  what  the  Saviour  meant  by 
being  born  again. 

3.  Discuss  each  of  the  four  requirements  for 
being  born  again. 

4.  Have  members  of  the  family  indicate  what 
specific  changes  they  feel  they  should  make 
in  order  to  experience  the  most  complete 
influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  their  lives. 

C.  It  is  suggested  that  the  family  members 
memorize  the  following  passages  of  scripture: 
3  Nephi  9:20  and  Doctrine  and  Covenants  33:11. 


Suggested  Agenda  for  Home  Evening 

Prayer. 

Hymn:  "We  Are  Sowing,"  Hymns — Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  No.  192. — Family. 

Discussion:  What  each  family  member  learned  in  his 
last  Sunday  School  class  and  how  he  will  apply  it 
in  his  life. 

Musical  Number;  Instrumental  or  vocal. — An  older 
child. 

Lesson:  "The  Kingdom  of  God  is  within  You." — Fa- 
ther or  Mother  leads. 

A.  Discussion:  Each  family  member  tells  what  it 
means  to  him  to  have  been  baptized  (those  who 
have  been  baptized). 

B.  Have  a  family  member  read  the  story  of  Nico- 
demus. (The  blackboard  story  may  be  told  at  this 
point  or  as  indicated  below.)  Then  ask  members 
of  the  family  what  the  Saviour  meant  by  being 
born  again. 

C.  Discuss  each  of  the  four  requirements  for  being 
born  again. 

D.  Family  members  indicate  specific  changes  that 
they  feel  they  should  make  in  order  to  experi- 
ence the  most  complete  influence  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  in  their  lives. 

Game:    To  be  selected  beforehand. 

Scripture  Memorization :  Family  will  memorize  scrip- 
tures as  suggested  in  lesson  outline. 

Blackboard  Story:  "Jesus  and  Nicodemus." — Mother 
tells. 

Hymn:  "But  the  Lord  Is  Mindful  of  His  Own,"  The 
Children  Sing,  No.   182. — Children. 

Prayer. 
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Pupil  -  Centered  Teacliing 


PROOF  of  the  effectiveness  of  pupil-centered 
teaching  is  found  in  Minnie  E.  Anderson's 
article  in  the  December,  1960,  Instructor,  page  422, 
'The  Power  of  Love  in  Teaching." 

A  class  taught  by  Sister  Ella  Stratford  in 
Course  10,  "The  Life  of  Christ,"  over  six  years  ago 
in  Monument  Park  Ward  in  Salt  Lake  City,  is  the 
basis  of  Sister  Anderson's  article.  It  portrayed 
Sister  Stratford's  class  in  action  just  as  I  saw  it 
when  I  dropped  in  on  it  entirely  unannounced  in 
August,  1954.  One  hundred  per  cent  of  the  en- 
rolled members  of  the  class  were  present.  Each 
had  a  manual,  The  Life  of  Christ.  Each  had  thor- 
oughly studied  the  lesson  and  looked  up  the  scrip- 
tural references.  They  had  come  to  class,  the  girls 
to  compete  against  the  boys  in  answering  ques- 
tions which  the  other  side  asked  on  the  lesson. 
The  girls  had  a  scorekeeper  and  the  boys  had 
another. 

By  the  time  of  my  visit,  the  scores  on  each  side 
had  reached  well  over  100.  The  girls  were  ahead, 
but  the  boys  were  very  close  behind  them. 

Each  side  had  come  to  class  with  a  series  of 
questions,  quotations  and  interpretations  which 
they  had  worked  out  for  the  other  side  to  answer. 
The  leader  of  each  group  conducted  this  question 
and  answer  period  and  the  scorekeeper  kept  the 
scores. 

Teaching  the  class  as  a  competitive  game  had 
so  intensified  interest  in  the  life  of  Christ  that  these 
youngsters  came  to  class  well  prepared. 

I  was  so  impressed  that  I  arranged  to  have  a 


(For  Course  23,  lesson  of  April  2,   "Your  Stewardship";  and  for 
all  Gospel  teachers.) 


motion  picture  film  made  of  a  subsequent  unre- 
hearsed class  in  action.  We  made  that  film  the 
basis  of  the  following  Sunday  School  convention. 

Over  six  years  later,  11  of  the  former  stu- 
dents were  assembled  together  and  a  picture  of 
each  was  taken.  These  plus  one  who  could  not 
attend  are  shown  in  the  afore-mentioned  article 
by  Sister  Anderson.  All  12  of  them  were  active 
in  the  Church  and  in  Sunday  School.  Each  gave 
a  testimony  of  the  effect  of  Sister  Stratford's 
teaching  upon  their  testimonies  and  upon  their 
enthusiasm  for  further  Sunday  School  attendance. 

Will  you  not  reread  the  article  and  each  class 
member's  testimony? 

While  the  type  of  pupil-centered  teaching  as 
used  by  Sister  Stratford  would,  of  necessity,  need 
to  be  vastly  varied  for  different  courses,  I  hope 
this  article  and  Sister  Anderson's  article  will  give 
to  each  Sunday  School  teacher  some  hints  usable 
in  other  courses. 

Sister  Stratford's  method  of  making  assign- 
ments was  such  that  every  member  of  the  class 
procured  a  manual  and  faithfully  studied  each 
lesson  before  coming  to  class,  and  the  100  per  cent 
attendance  and  participation  of  all  members  of  the 
class  is  deserving  of  careful  study  by  each  Sunday 
School  teacher. 

The  film  was  unlike  the  others  which  have 
followed  by  its  not  being  in  color.  Nevertheless, 
it  carried  a  very  potent  message. 

I  hope  that  every  teacher  and  officer  will  have 
the  opportunity  at  a  preparation  meeting  in  the 
near  future  of  seeing  this  intriguing  film,  "Pupil- 
centered  Teaching." 
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THE     INSTRUCTOR 


"Abraham  and  Melchizedek" 

THE  STORY 

Leaving  Egypt,  Abraham  and  his  nephew,  Lot,  and  their  wives, 
flocks,  and  herds  journeyed  to  Canaan  where  Abraham  had  previously 
built  an  altar  to  worship  God.  Here  again,  Abraham  called  on  the 
Lord  and  worshiped  Him. 

Because  there  was  insufficient  pasture  land  and  water  for  two 
such  large  camps,  strife  began  to  develop  between  the  herdsmen  of 
Abraham  and  those  of  Lot. 

Abraham,  in  a  generous  spirit,  said  to  Lot, 

.  .  .  Let  there  he  no  strife,  I  pray  thee,  between  me  and  thee, 
and  between  my  herdmen  and  thy  herdmen;  .  .  .  Is  not  the  whole 
land  before  thee?  separate  thyself,  I  pray  thee,  from  me:  if  thou 
wilt  take  the  left  hand,  then  I  tvill  go  to  the  right;  or  if  thou  depart 
to  the  right  hand,  then  I  will  go  to  the  left.    (Genesis  13:8,  9.) 

Lot  looked  toward  the  plain  of  Jordan  and  saw  that  it  was  a 
fertile  land  where  water  was  abundant  for  the  needs  of  his  cattle 
and  family.  So  he  selfishly  chose  this  land  in  which  to  live.  He 
journeyed  east  and  ".  .  .  dwelled  in  the  cities  of  the  plain,  and 
pitched  his  tent  toward  Sodom." 

Abraham  dwelt  in  the  land  of  Canaan.  After  Lot  had  gone, 
the  Lord  said  to  Abraham : 

.  .  .  Lift  up  now  thine  eyes,  and  look  from  the  place  where  thou 
art  northward,  and  southward,  and  eastward,  and  westward:  For 
all  the  land  which  thou  seest,  to  thee  will  I  give  it,  and  to  thy  seed 
for  ever. 

And  I  will  make  thy  seed  as  the  dust  of  the  earth:  so  that  if 
a  man  can  number  the  dust  of  the  earth,  then  shall  thy  seed  also 
be  numbered.  Arise,  walk  through  the  land  in  the  length  of  it  and  in 
the  breadth  of  it;  for  I  ivill  give  it  unto  thee.    (Genesis  13  :12,  14-17.) 

Then  Abraham  took  his  wife,  servants,  herds  and  flocks  and 
dwelt  in  the  plain  of  Mamre,  which  was  in  Hebron,  and  there 
built  an  altar  to  the  Lord. 

Lot,  in  the  meantime,  had  moved  toward  Sodom.  The  attractive- 
ness of  the  big  city  appealed  to  him.  He  knew  that  in  the  cities  of 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah  he  could  sell  some  of  his  sheep  and  cattle  and 
become  very  wealthy.  For  a  time  he  pitched  his  tents  outside  the 
walls  of  Sodom,  but  later  he  moved  into  the  city  itself,  Sodom  was 
a  wicked  city  and  the  people  there  were  worshipers  of  idols.  To  Lot, 
however,  perhaps  their  riches  and  their  cleverness  were  inviting; 
and  his  family  was  now  among  them. 

A  war  raged  in  the  land  and  the  armies  of  the  kings  of  Sodom, 
Gomorrah,  and  three  other  cities  went  out  to  battle  against  large 
armies  of  other  lands.  They  were  defeated  by  these  armies,  and  the 
conquerors  went  into  the  cities  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  and  carried 
away  the  food  and  riches  of  the  people.  They  also  took  some  of  the 
people  captive,  one  of  whom  was  Lot. 

One  of  those  who  escaped  found  Abraham  and  told  him  of 
Lot's  capture.  When  Abraham  heard  that  his  nephew  had  been 
taken   captive,   he   armed   his   servants  —   318    of  them   —   and, 

(Concluded  on  opposite  back  of  picture.) 
(For  Course  3,  lesson  of  February  19,  "Abraham  Was  a  Patriarch";  and  of  general  interest.) 
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"Abraham  and  Melchizedek" 

THE  STORY  (Concluded) 

leading  them  and  other  friendly  tribesmen,  he  pursued  the  enemy 
to  Dan.  By  nig-ht  the  attackers  swooped  down  upon  the  unsuspecting 
soldiers  who  had  captured  Lot.  A  panic  was  created,  and  Abraham 
and  his  men  were  able  to  rescue  the  prisoners  and  to  recover  the 
treasures  taken  from  the  big  cities. 

Returning  victorious  from  the  battle,  Abraham  was  met  by  the 
king  of  Sodom,  among  others,  who  said,  *'.  .  .  Abram,  Give  me  the 
persons,  and  take  the  goods  to  thyself." 

Generous  Abraham  answered  by  saying; 

.  .  .  /  have  lift  up  mine  hand  unto  the  Lord,  .  ,  .  That  I  will  not 
take  from  a  thread  even  to  a  shoelatchet,  and  that  I  tvill  not  take  any 
thing  that  is  thine,  lest  thou  shouldest  say,  I  have  made  Abram  rich. 
(Genesis  14:21-23.) 

Another  person  of  great  importance  whom  Abraham  encoun- 
tered on  this  occasion  was  Melchizedek,  king  of  Salem  (later  called 
Jerusalem).  He  was  a  priest  of  the  most  high  God,  and  he  brought 
Abraham  bread  and  wine.    He  blessed  Abraham  and  said: 

.  .  .  Blessed  be  Abram  of  the  most  high  God,  possessor  of  heaven 
and  earth:  And  blessed  be  the  most  high  God,  which  hath  delivered 
thine  enemies  into  thy  hand.  .  .    (Genesis  14:19,  20.) 

Because  Melchizedek  was  a  priest  of  the  true  God,  Abraham 
gave  him,  as  a  representative  of  God,  tithes  of  all  the  goods  he  had 
taken  from  the  enemy's  camp. 

It  was  Melchizedek  who  ordained  Abraham  to  the  priesthood. 

After  his  rescue.  Lot  went  back  again  to  live  in  Sodom.  But 
Abraham  went  back  to  his  tent  home  near  Hebron. 

THE  PICTURE 

In  the  picture,  Abraham  and  his  servants  are  shown  bringing 
treasures  that  had  been  taken  from  the  enemy's  camp.  These  he  is 
offering  to  King  Melchizedek  as  a  tithe.  As  well  as  being  a  king, 
Melchizedek  was  a  high  priest.  In  Melchizedek,  Abraham  recognized 
a  man  of  God  and  paid  homage  to  him.  Here  was  a  man  who  wor- 
shiped God  just  as  Abraham  did. 

Melchizedek  and  the  other  kings  respected  Abraham  for  his 
fame  as  a  warrior.  Here  Abraham  and  his  men  are  offered  bread 
and  wine  as  they  return  home. 

From  Abraham's  dress,  we  gain  an  understanding  of  his  great 
wealth.   Even  so,  he  was  a  man  of  God,  humble  and  devoted  always. 

— Hazel   W.  Lewis. 
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A  Blackboard  Story 


Jesus  and  Nicodemus 


by  Marie  F.  Felt 


AS  Jesus  traveled  throughout  Palestine,  many 
people  came  to  love  and  admire  Him.  Some 
of  them  were  humble,  poor  people.  Others  M^ere 
people  of  importance  and  wealth. 

Among  those  who  admired  Jesus  was  a  man 
named  Nicodemus.  Now,  Nicodemus  was  a  ruler 
among  the  Jews.  He  belonged  to  the  supreme 
council  of  the  Jewish  people  called  the  Sanhedrin. 
He  was  also  a  Pharisee.  Other  members  of  the 
Sanhedrin  were  the  chief  priests,  the  Sadducees 
and  the  Scribes.  Some  of  these  men  approved  of 
Jesus,  but  others  did  not. 

Nicodemus  recognized  that  Jesus  was  a  wonder- 
ful teacher  and  that  He  was  a  man  sent  from  God. 
He  probably  did  not  realize  and  understand  that 
Jesus  was  more  than  that;  that  He  was  truly  a 
son  of  God,  our  Heavenly  Father,  and  that  He  had 
been  sent  to  this  earth  to  teach  all  the  people  how 
best  to  live. 

One  night  Nicodemus  came  to  where  Jesus  was. 
He  wanted  to  talk  with  Him  alone  and  to  find  out 
what  some  of  Jesus'  teachings  meant.  At  night 
they  could  be  alone  and  not  be  disturbed. 

As  he  sat  with  Jesus,  he  spoke  kindly  and  sin- 
cerely saying,  ".  .  .  Rabbi,  we  know  that  thou  art 
a  teacher  come  from  God :  for  no  man  can  do  these 
miracles  that  thou  doest,  except  God  be  with  him." 

Without  a  doubt,  Nicodemus  had  been  attracted 
to  Jesus  by  observing  the  Saviour's  many  miracles 
such  as  healing  the  sick,  etc.  But  it  was  probably 
Jesus'  teachings  and  the  life  He  lived  that  attract- 
ed Nicodemus  most. 

As  Jesus  replied  to  Nicodemus,  He  said,  ". . . 


(For  Course  5,  lesson  of  February  5,  "We  Are  Baptized  by  Im- 
mersion"; for  Course  13,  lesson  of  April  30,  "Baptism";  for  Course  27, 
lesson  of  March  19,  "Born  of  Water";  and  for  Course  29,  lesson  of 
April  9,  "Ordinance  of  Baptism.") 


Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee,  Except  a  man  be 
born  again,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God." 
Jesus  meant  by  this  that  to  enter  God's  kingdom, 
one  must  be  baptized  by  immersion,  which  means 
to  be  lowered  down  into  the  water  and  be  com- 
pletely covered  by  it,  and  then  be  brought  up  again 
out  of  the  water.  But  Nicodemus  did  not  under- 
stand the  Saviour's  words.  He  was  puzzled  as  he 
said,  **.  .  .  How  can  a  man  be  born  when  he  is 
old?  ..." 

To  this  question  Jesus  replied,  ".  .  .  Except  a 
man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God."  {John  3:2-5.) 
He  then  explained  that  it  would  be  up  to  Nicodemus 
to  give  up  much  that  he  loved  and  do  exactly  as 
Jesus  had  said,  if  he  wanted  to  be  a  member  of 
God's  kingdom. 

Jesus  spoke  again,  telling  Nicodemus  that  if 
he  did  not  understand  and  believe  earthly  things, 
he  could  not  believe  and  understand  heavenly 
things.  Then  He  told  him  that  ".  .  .  God  so  loved 
the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son 
[who  was  Jesus] ,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him 
should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life."  {John 
3:16.) 

We  are  not  told  whether  Nicodemus  did  that 
which  Jesus  advised  him  to  do.  But  we  do  know 
that  he  always  remained  an  admirer  of  Jesus. 
[End  of  Scene  I.] 

After  Jesus'  death,  Joseph  of  Arimathea  ob- 
tained permission  from  Pontius  Pilate  to  have  the 
body  of  Jesus  to  bury.  The  body  was  placed  in  a 
new  tomb,  and  Nicodemus  brought  a  mixture  of 
myrrh  and  aloes  with  which  to  embalm  the  body. 
[End  of  Scene  II.] 

{Concluded  on  following  page.) 


Scene  I 


Scene  II 
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How  td  Pre$6nt  the  Blackboard  Story 


Bceri&  L 


Scenery:  On  the  blackboard  draw  a  humble  interior 
scene  with  scant  furniture.  Draw  stick  figures  of 
Jesus  and  Nicodemus  seated,  facing  one  another. 

Action:  Nicodemus  is  asking  Jesus  what  some  of  the 
Saviour's  teachings  meant.  Jesus  tells  him  what 
is  necessary  to  enter  the  kingdom  of  God  and 
teaches  him  other  principles. 


Scene  II. 

Scenery:  Draw  a  tomb  opening  in  the  mountainside. 
Draw  a  stick  figure  of  Jesus  as  He  lies  on  a  type 
of  stretcher.  Place  two  stick  figures  near  Jesus, 
one  of  Joseph  of  Arimathea  and  one  of  Nicodemus. 
Action:  Nicodemus  and  Joseph  of  Arimathea  are  pre- 
paring Jesus'  body  for  burial. 
References: 

James  E.  Talmage,  Jesus  the  Christ,  4th  edition;  The 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah;  pages  158-163,  170. 


Holy  Ghost,  Holy  Spirit,  Comforter 


Editor's  Note:  The  following  is  excerpted  from  the  writ- 
ings of  President  Joseph  F.  Smith,  sixth  president  of  the 
Church,  and  gives  his  views  on  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  gift  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the  interchangeable  terms  by  which 
this  personage  of  Spirit  is  known.^ 

THE  Holy  Ghost,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Trin- 
ity in  the  Godhead,  has  not  a  body  of  flesh 
and  bones,  like  the  Father  and  the  Son,  but  is  a 
personage  of  Spirit.  (See  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
130:22.) 

The  Holy  Spirit,  or  Spirit  of  God,  both  of  which 
terms  are  sometimes  used  interchangeably  with 
the  Holy  Ghost,  is  the  influence  of  Deity,  the  light 
of  Christ,  or  of  Truth,  which  proceeds  forth  from 
the  presence  of  God  to  fill  the  immensity  of  space, 
and  to  quicken  the  understanding  of  men.  (See 
Doctrine  and  Covenants  88:6-13.) 

If  a  man  is  baptized  and  ordained  to  the  Holy 
Priesthood,  and  is  called  upon  to  perform  duties 
which  pertain  to  that  Priesthood,  it  does  not  follow 
that  he  must  always  have  the  Holy  Ghost  in  person 
present  with  him  when  he  performs  his  duty,  but 
every  righteous  act  which  he  may  perform  legally 
will  be  in  force  and  effect,  and  will  be  acknowledged 
of  God. 

Therefore,  the  presentation  or  "gift"  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  simply  confers  upon  a  man  the  right 
to  receive  at  any  time,  when  he  is  worthy  of  it 
and  desires  it,  the  power  and  light  of  truth  of  the 
Holy  Ghost;  although  he  may  often  be  left  to  his 
own  spirit  and  judgment. 

The  Holy  Ghost  as  a  personage  of  Spirit  can 
no  more  be  omnipresent  in  person  than  can  the 
Father  or  the  Son,  but  by  his  intelligence,  his 
knowledge,  his  power  and  influence,  over  and 
through  the  laws  of  nature,  he  is  and  can  be  omni- 
present throughout  all  the  works  of  God.  It  is  not 
the  Holy  Ghost  who  in  person  lighteth  every  man 


(For  Course  29,  lesson  of  April  23,  ".  .  .  the  Holy  Ghost";  for 
Course  5,  lesson  of  February  19,  "Who  Is  the  Holy  Ghost?"  lesson  of 
February  26,  "How  Does  the  Holy  Ghost  Help  Us?"  and  lesson  of 
March  5,  "Receive  the  Holy  Ghost";  for  Course  13,  lesson  of  May  7, 
"The  Holy  Ghost";  for  Course  27,  lesson  of  March  26,  "Born  of  the 
Spirit";  and  of  general  interest.) 

^From  Presicfent  Joseph  F.  Smith,  Gospel  Doctrine,  Fourth  edition, 
1928;   Deseret  Book  Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  pages  73-75. 


who  is  born  into  the  world,  but  it  is  the  light  of 
Christ,  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  which  proceeds  from 
the  source  of  intelligence,  which  permeates  all 
nature,  which  lighteth  every  man  and  fills  the 
immensity  of  space. 

Every  elder  of  the  Church  who  has  received 
the  Holy  Ghost  by  the  laying  on  of  hands,  by  one 
having  authority,  has  power  to  confer  that  gift 
upon  another;  it  does  not  follow  that  a  man  who 
has  received  the  presentation  or  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  shall  always  receive  the  recognition  and  wit- 
ness and  presence  of  the  Holy  Ghost  himself,  or  he 
may  receive  all  these,  and  yet  the  Holy  Ghost  not 
tarry  with  him,  but  visit  him  from  time  to  time  (see 
Doctrine  and  Covenants  130:23)  ;  and  neither  does 
it  follow  that  a  man  must  have  the  Holy  Ghost 
present  with  him  when  he  confers  the  Holy  Ghost 
upon  another,  but  he  possesses  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  it  will  depend  upon  the  worthiness  of 
him  unto  whom  the  gift  is  bestowed  whether  he 
receive  the  Holy  Ghost  or  not. 

Now  I  repeat  —  the  Holy  Ghost  is  a  personage 
of  spirit,  he  constitutes  the  third  person  in  the 
Trinity,  the  Godhead.  The  gift  or  presentation  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  is  the  authoritative  act  of  confer- 
ring him  upon  man.  The  Holy  Ghost  in  person  may 
visit  men  and  will  visit  those  who  are  worthy  and 
bear  witness  to  the  Spirit  of  God  and  Christ,  but 
may  not  tarry  with  them.  The  Spirit  of  God  which 
emanates  from  Deity  may  be  likened  to  electricity, 
or  the  universal  ether,  .  .  .  which  fills  the  earth 
and  the  air,  and  is  everywhere  present.  It  is  the 
power  of  God,  the  influence  that  he  exerts  through- 
out all  his  works  by  which  he  can  effect  his  pur- 
poses and  execute  his  will,  in  consonance  with  the 
laws  of  free  agency  which  he  has  conferred  upon 
man.  By  means  of  this  Spirit  every  man  is  en- 
lightened, the  wicked  as  well  as  the  good,  each 
in  accordance  with  his  capacity  to  receive  the 
light;  and  this  Spirit  or  influence  which  emanates 
from  God  may  be  said  to  constitute  man's  con- 
sciousness, and  will  never  cease  to  strive  with  man, 
until  man  is  brought  to  the  possession  of  the  high- 
er intelligence  which  can  only  come  through  faith, 
repentance,  baptism  for  the  remission  of  sins,  and 
the  gift  or  the  presentation  of  the  Holy  Ghost  by 
one  having  authority. 
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Help  Them  Build 
Self-discipline 


THE  commandment  to  which 
the  Saviour's  life  bore  testi- 
mony was  love.  His  teachings, 
both  by  word  and  by  example, 
bear  witness  of  the  dynamic 
power  of  patience,  forgiveness, 
encouragement,  and  faith.  Un- 
derstanding marked  His  approach 
to  people. 

Love,  in  His  teachings,  was 
purposeful  and  had  form.  It  was 
directed  toward  the  discipline  of 
self  and  toward  the  propriety  of 
behavior.  It  was  not  merely  sen- 
timental; it  was  dynamic.  Two 
accounts  from  His  ministry  illus- 
trate this  ultimate  purpose. 

And  Jesus  went  into  the  temple 
of  God,  and  cast  out  all  them  that 
sold  and  bought  in  the  temple,  and 
overthreiv  the  tables  of  the  mon- 
eychangers, and  the  seats  of  them 
that  sold  doves, 

And  said  unto  them,  It  is  writ- 
ten,  My  house  shall  be  called  the 
house  of  prayer;  but  ye  have 
made  it  a  den  of  thieves. 

And  the  blind  and  the  lame 
came  to  him  in  the  temple;  and 
he  healed  them.  (Matthew  21 :12- 
14.) 

Again  we  see  the  Saviour  in 
the  temple. 

And  the  scribes  and  Pharisees 
brought  unto  him  a  woman  taken 
in  adultery;  and  when  they  had 
set  her  in  the  midst. 

They  say  unto  him  ... 

Now  Moses  in  the  law  com- 
manded us,  that  such  should  be 
stoned:    but  what  say  est  thou? 

.  .  .  But  Jesus  stooped  down, 


and  with  his  finger  wrote  on  the 
ground,  as  though  he  heard  them, 
not. 

So  when  they  continued  asking 
him,  he  lifted  up  himself,  and 
said  unto  them,  He  that  is  with- 
out sin  among  you,  let  him  first 
cast  a  stone  at  her.  .  . 

And  they  which  heard  it,  being 
convicted  by  their  own  conscience, 
went  out  one  by  one  .  .  .  and 
Jesus  was  left  alone,  and  the 
woman  standing  in  the  midst. 

When  Jesus  had  lifted  up  him- 
self, and  saiv  none  but  the  wom- 
an, he  said  unto  her,  Woman, 
where  are  those  thine  accusers? 
hath  no  man  condemned  thee? 

She  said,  No  man,  Lord.  And 
Jesus  said  unto  her,  Neither  do 
I  condemn  thee:  go,  and  sin  no 
more.    (John  S:S-11.) 

The  wise  teacher  of  today 
serves  within  a  similar  frame- 
work: control  from  within  — 
self -discipline  is  the  goal. 

To  achieve  this,  the  teacher 
continually  studies  those  he 
would  teach:  he  listens  in  such 
a  way  as  to  hear,  he  looks  so  as 
to  see,  and  he  tries  to  understand 
what  the  learner  is  feeling  so 
thoroughly  that  he  can  put  the 
emotion  into  words. 

Stop!  Look!  Listen!  describes 
his  teaching  manner. 

The  successful  teacher  express- 
es his  confidence  in  those  he 
teaches  and  in  his  own  teaching 
service  through  the  following: 

He  believes  that  discipline  is 
learned  in  an  orderly  and  appro- 
priate environment. 


Junior  Sunday  School 


Furniture  and  equipment  are 
adapted  to  the  correct  size  and 
activity  of  the  students. 

Lesson  plans  are  complete  as 
to  purpose  and  even  as  to  definite 
ways  to  present  a  story,  poem,  or 
song,  or  to  carry  out  an  activity. 
There  is  sensitivity  to  timing  so 
that  neither  too  much  nor  too 
little  is  attempted  in  the  allotted 
time. 

He  believes  that  group  associ- 
ation teaches  restraints  and 
standards. 

The  teaching  space  is  so  ar- 
ranged that  each  learner  is  within 
direct  observation  of  the  teacher. 
Eye-to-eye  contact  is  essential  to 
good  teaching. 

As  children  work  and  think 
together,  rules  and  agreements 
emerge  as  necessary  guideposts 
to  living. 

There  will  be  "doing"  oppor- 
tunities, not  only  to  hold  interest, 
but  to  develop  responsibility. 

The  enthusiastic  teacher  seldom 
has  trouble  with  inattention.  He 
has  an  eagerness  and  an  interest 
which  others  wish  to  share. 

These  "do's"  suggest  such 
teaching : 

1.  Be  sure  each  child  feels  wel- 
come and  important  to  you. 

2.  Remember  that  self-disci- 
pline grows  as  children  have 
freedom  to  make  mistakes  safely. 

3.  Watch  for  a  child's  first 
attempt  to  do  things  for  himself ; 
encourage  these  attempts. 

4.  Praise  a  child  for  trying. 

5.  Know  when  a  child  is  ready 
for  larger  responsibilities  and  let 
him  accept  them. 

6.  Lead  children  to  accept  you 
as  the  master  of  a  situation  by 
directly  meeting  behavior  prob- 
lems as  they  arise. 

Thinking,  planning,  loving,  and 

understanding  have  ever  been  the 

tools  for  building  self-discipline.' 

— Eva  May  Green. 


iThis  is  the  concluding  article  in  a  series 
through  which  members  of  the  Junior  Sunday 
School  Committee  of  the  Deseret  Sunday 
School  Union  Board  have  attempted  to  cor- 
relate the  procedures  used  by  the  Saviour  in 
teaching  the  Gospel  with  those  practiced  by 
present-day  teachers  of  the  Church. 
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Superintendents 


Faculty  Meetings 


TWO  years  ago  when  it  was 
proposed  that  the  faculty 
meeting  lesson  be  given  in  the 
stake  preparation  meeting,  many 
people  were  certain  that  the  fac- 
ulty meeting  in  the  wards  would 
die  out.  There  were  three  speci- 
fied situations  in  which  faculty 
meetings  were  recommended :  (1) 
in  those  wards  where  the  bishops 
held  monthly  leadership  meet- 
ings ;  (2)  in  those  scattered  wards 
so  distant  that  stake  preparation 
meetings  could  not  be  success- 
fully held  without  hardship;  (3) 
in  those  wards  in  which  the  su- 
perintendencies  and  teachers  still 
felt  the  need  for  these  meetings. 
Faculty  meetings  did  not  die 
out.  Instead,  many  superintend- 
ents said  that  they  needed  this 
meeting  for  improved  faculty  uni- 
ty and  spirit.  They  found  that 
they  could  discuss  common  prob- 
lems and  have  a  better  Sunday 
School  with  a  faculty  meeting 
than  without.  Some  teachers  took 
a  "dim  view"  of  this  attitude,  but 
many  teachers  welcomed  it  as  an 
opportunity  to  receive  further  in- 


service  training  under  competent 
leadership. 

Any  superintendency  is  free, 
under  the  direction  of  the  bish- 
opric, to  call  such  faculty  meet- 
ings. A  teacher  trainer  of  the 
ward  can  be  assigned  to  give  the 
teacher  improvement  lesson,  or 
the  stake  superintendency  will  be 
glad,  upon  request,  to  assign  a 
competent  board  member  to  con- 
duct the  lessen. 

At  least  two  choices  of  subject 
matter  are  available:  a  review 
of  the  teacher-training  manual,^ 
or  one  of  the  monthly  articles  on 
teaching  that  appear  in  The  In- 
structor. 

If  the  meeting  is  well  prepared, 
it  should  be  appreciated  by  the 
faculty.  Generally,  such  meetings 
have  two  objectives :  (1)  to  solve 
immediate  problems  of  the  entire 
faculty  (which  involves  the  busi- 
ness section  of  the  meeting)  ;  and 
(2)  to  improve  teaching  (the 
teacher-improvement  section  of 
the  meeting). 

— Superintendent 

David  Lawrence  McKay. 


lAsahel  D.  Woodruff,  Teaching  the  Gospel; 
The  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union  Board,  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah. 


COMING  EVENTS 

Feb.  19-25,  1961 

Instructor  Campaign 

(If  not  scheduled 

previously) 

•  •    • 

Apr,  6,  8  and  9,  1961 
Annual  General  Conference 

•  •    • 
Apr.  9,  1961 

Semi-annual 
Sunday  School  Conference 

•  •    • 

Apr.  2,  1961 
Easter  Sunday 

•  •    • 

May  Ik,  1961 
Mother's  Day 

•  •    • 

June  h,  1961 

Sunday  School 
Sunday  Evening  Program 
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Answers  to  Your  Questions 


May  Women  Offer  Prayers  in  Sunday  School? 

Q.  May  a  superintendent  call  upon  women  to 
offer  the  prayers  in  Sunday  School? 

— Annual  Convention. 

A.  Yes.  There  is  no  objection  to  women  offer- 
ing prayers  in  the  auxiliary  organizations. 

Is  Sunday  School  Held  on  Conference  Days? 

Q.  Should  Sunday  School  be  held  in  the  wards 
on  stake  conference  day? 

— Annual  Convention. 

A.  Except  where  conference  is  being  held  in  a 
ward  building  and  Sunday  School  and  conference 
cannot  be  accommodated  in  the  building  at  the 
same  time,  Sunday  School  should  be  held  for  those 


who  do  not  go  to  conference.  Particularly,  provision 
should  be  made  for  the  holding  of  the  Junior  Sun- 
day School  in  each  of  the  wards  on  conference 
Sunday.  See  The  Sunday  School  Handbook,  March, 
1959  edition;  pages  86,  87. 

May  a  Gospel  Doctrine  class  be  divided? 

Q.    May  a  Gospel  Doctrine  class  be  divided? 

— West  Utah  Stake. 

A.  Yes.  This  may  be  accomplished  in  several 
ways.  For  example,  a  Junior  Gospel  Doctrine  class 
may  be  organized  for  the  younger  members  of  a 
class.  Alternatively,  the  younger  members  may  b^ 
encouraged  to  attend  one  of  the  other  elective 
courses  for  adults. 

— Superintendent  Lynn  S.  Richards. 


Memorized  Recitations 


Course  No.  11 

for  Mar.  26,  1961 

To  be  memorized  by  students  in  Course  No.  11 
during  February  and  March,  and  recited  in  the 
worship  service  March  26  (taken  from  Course  No. 
11,  History  of  the  Restored  Church)  : 

"No  power  or  influence  can  or  ought  to  be  main- 
tained by  virtue  of  the  priesthood,  only  by  persua- 
sion, by  long-suffering,  by  gentleness  and  meekness, 
and  by  love  unfeigned." 

— Doctrine  and  Covenants  121:41. 


Course  No.  17 

for  Mar.  26,  1961 

To  be  memorized  by  students  in  Course  No.  17 
during  February  and  March,  and  recited  in  the 
worship  service  March  26  (taken  from  Course  No. 
17,  An  Introduction  to  the  Gospel)  : 

"Whatever  principle  of  intelligence  we  attain 
unto  in  this  life,  it  willrise  with  us  in  the  resurrec- 
tion. And  if  a  person  gains  more  knowledge  and 
intelligence  in  this  life  through  his  diligence  and 
obedience  than  another,  he  will  have  so  much  the 
advantage  in  the  world  to  come." 

— Doctrine  and  Covenants  130:18,  19. 


Subscription  Price  Increases 


On  Apr.  1,  1961,  the  price  for  a  one-year  subscription 
to  The  Instructor  will  increase  to  $3  from  the  present  $2.50. 

This  price  increase  is  actually  long  overdue.  For  sev- 
eral years  now  the  costs  of  paper,  printing,  and  other  sup- 
plies and  services  used  in  The  Instructor  have  been  steadily 
increasing.  Then,  in  1959,  a  new,  improved  format  was 
introduced.  This  included  full-color  covers,  full-color  center 
spread  pictures,  more  and  larger  illustrations,  more  pages, 
and  more  visual  aids  and  special  features.  All  of  these 
improvements  made  the  magazine  more  inviting,  more  read- 
able, and  more  useful  to  teachers;  but  they  also  added 
extra  cost. 

The  General  Superintendency  felt  these  improvements 
were  so  important  that  they  have  underwritten  these  steadi- 
ly increasing  costs  from  the  regular  Sunday  School  budget. 
They  have  not  wanted  to  do  anything  that  would  detract 
from  the  high  quality  of  the  magazine,  either  by  cutting 
the  use  of  color  or  the  number  of  pages  or  the  features, 
or  by  accepting  advertising  to  provide  additional  revenue. 
The  present  small  increase  in  subscription  rates  seems  the 
only  logical  answer.  Even  then,  it  will  barely  enable  the 
magazine  to  minimize  the  loss  or,  at  best,  to  "break  even." 

With   this    small    increase,    The   Instructor   is    still    a 


bargain  by  anyone's  standards.  Cost  per  issue,  on  the  $3- 
per-year  rate,  averages  only  25  cents  per  copy.  Compare 
that  with  the  cost  of  maintaining  and  operating  your  tele- 
vision set  or  with  the  price  of  a  single  admission  to  the 
movie  playing  at  your  local  theatre.  And  then  if  you  meas- 
ure the  month-after-month  benefits  that  you,  your  family, 
and  your  students  will  gain  from  The  Instructor;  you  will 
conclude,  as  we  did,  that  it  is  a  "best  buy," 

For  two-  and  three-year  subscriptions,  we  are  again 
offering  substantial  savings  from  the  single-year  rate.  A 
two-year  subscription  costs  only  $5.75,  and  a  three-year 
subscription  is  $7.50.  You  also  have  the  assurance  that 
there  will  be  no  interruption  in  your  subscription  when  you 
subscribe  for  two  or  three  years.  The  single  copy  price  will 
remain  at  35  cents  per  copy. 

The  same  subscription  prices  apply  to  all  stakes, 
missions  and  branches,  both  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  and  in  foreign  countries. 

A  tip  for  bargain  hunters:  You  can  still  save  money 
by  entering  your  one-,  two-,  or  three-year  Instructor  re- 
newal before  April  1,  at  the  old  rates:  $2.50  for  one  year, 
$4.75  for  two  years,  and  $7.00  for  three  years. 

—G.  Robert  Ruff. 
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Ten  steps  toward 
successful  teaching 


hy  George  Butsikares' 


WHILE  your  success  as  a  teacher  is  determined 
by  many  factors,  your  effectiveness  will  be 
increased  and  your  success  will  be  more  certain 
when  you  follow  the  ten  suggestions  discussed 
herein.  Read  them,  then  try  them. 

1.  Stay  with  the  subject  in  teaching  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

Students  should  be  encouraged  by  the  teacher's 
approach  and  careful  guidance  of  a  discussion  to 
stay  with  the  main  subject  of  the  lesson.  It  is 
especially  important  that  the  class  time  be  spent 
in  learning  eternal  truths  as  taught  in  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ,  rather  than  that  it  be  spent  dis- 
cussing unimportant  and  frivolous  matters  outside 
the  lesson  scope. 

For  example,  one  teacher  began  his  lesson  by 
stating  that  in  the  time  of  Christ,  missionaries 
were  sent  without  purse  or  scrip.  That  was  as  far 
as  the  teacher  got.  The  rest  of  the  time  was  spent 
discussing  this  one  point,  while  one  particular 
contributor  took  much  of  the  class  time  discussing 
the  chances  that  a  hobo  had  for  obtaining  a  free 
meal  30  years  ago  as  compared  with  today! 

2.  Know   the   Gospel  of  Jesus   Christ;  read   the 
scriptures. 

Students  bring  up  many  questions  in  addition 
to  those  which  are  answered  in  the  lesson.  Forti- 
fied with  a  firm  knowledge  of  the  Gospel,  you  can 
go  beyond  the  confining  boundaries  of  a  single 
lesson  to  answer  those  questions. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  reason  you  should 
read  the  scriptures  is  to  entitle  yourselves  to  the 
inspiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  A  general  rule, 
with  few  exceptions,  is  that  the  Holy  Ghost  does 
not  help  you  to  remember  something  which  you 
have  not  first  learned. 

3.  Live  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Naturally  a  teacher  who  lives  the  Word  of 
Wisdom  is  able  to  teach  it  more  effectively  than 
one  who  does  not.  But  perhaps  greater  motivation 
than  to  set  the  example  may  be  found  in  the  added 


(For  Course  23,  lesson  of  April  2,  "Your  Stewardship";  and  for  all 
Gospel  teachers.) 

*  Brother  Butsikares  is  working  toward  his  B.A.  degree  in  English 
at  the  University  of  Utah.  He  is  a  counselor  in  the  MIA,  teacher 
in  the  elders'  quorum,  and  former  choir  director  in  the  Nineteenth 
Ward,  Salt  Lake  Stake. 
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light  and  inspiration  received  by  both  teacher  and 
student  when  the  teacher  is  a  doer  rather  than 
just  a  hearer  of  the  word. 

4.  Pray  for  inspiration. 

There  are  those  who  fail  to  prepare  for  a 
lesson  in  the  hope  that  the  Holy  Spirit  will  tell 
them  what  to  say  when  they  stand  up  to  speak. 
Others  wisely  say  that  the  Holy  Spirit  may  inspire 
just  as  much  during  preparation  of  the  lesson  as 
during  the  delivery. 

As  it  is  with  preparation,  so  it  is  with  prayer: 
God  will  not  enter  a  classroom  nor  study  uninvited! 

5.  Love  your  pupils. 

If  you  prepare  yourself  to  receive  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord,  but  then  enter  into  an  argument  and 
begin  losing  your  temper,  then  what?  Barrie 
McKay,  an  alumnus  of  Brigham  Young  University, 
has  paraphrased  Carlyle  this  way:  "The  minute 
anger  touches  your  heart,  you  cease  seeking  for 
truth  and  start  defending  yourself."  Teachers  of 
teen-agers,  especially,  may  easily  alienate  members 
of  the  class,  for  often  these  youngsters  are  pass- 
ing through  an  awkward  stage  and  are  overly 
sensitive.  A  teacher's  understanding  of  the  indi- 
viduals in  his  class  and  faith  in  their  potential 
helps  considerably. 

6.  Teach  revealed  truths,  never  speculation  nor 
opinion. 

There  is  so  much  in  the  scriptures  that  you 
have  not  yet  learned  or  do  not  yet  understand  that 
you  are  better  off  leaving  the  mysteries  to  heaven. 

Not  so  long  ago  a  group  of  people  formed  a 
fireside  group  which  met  apart  from  authorized 
Church  activity.  These  people  spent  much  of  their 
time  discussing  problems  and  questions  to  which 
the  Lord  has  not  yet  given  answers.  The  members 
of  this  group  felt  that  once  the  fundamental  Gospel 
truths  presented  in  our  standard  works  have  been 
covered,  the  way  is  clear  for  delving  into  the  deeper 
problems  associated  with  life  here  and  hereafter. 
This  necessarily  involved  them  in  speculation.  The 
theories  became  more  important  to  them  than  the 
fact;  and,  as  a  result,  some  of  them  became  apos- 
tate. 

7.  Good  teaching  is  that  which  keeps  a  student  on 
mental  tip-toe  in  his  effort  to  comprehend. 
This  does  not  mean  that  the  material  should 

be  made  difficult  to  understand,  but  rather,  it 
should  be  stimulating.  Here  are  three  points 
which  may  help  keep  interest  high: 

A.  Ask  the  class  meaningful  and  well-phrased 
questions.    A  student  who  comes  to  a  con- 


clusion on  his  own  is  more  likely  to  believe 
himself  than  the  teacher. 

B.  While  illustrating  oft-repeated  points,  in- 
ject facts  that  the  students  have  not  heard 
before.  If  used  as  a  means  to  an  end, 
quotations,  anecdotes  and  occasional  care- 
fully-chosen personal  experiences  provide 
interesting  variety. 

C.  Treat  your  students  as  intelligent  beings. 
Speak  frankly  and  directly  as  you  would 
with  a  friend  or  with  anyone  else  whom 
you  credit  with  maturity.  When  students 
see  that  a  teacher  expects  them  to  be  mature, 
they  usually  strive  to  live  up  to  those  ex- 
pectations. 

8.  Help  your  student  to  form  mental  habits  which 
will  influence  his  actions  in  situations  he  has 
not  yet  met. 

The  building  of  character  should  take  place 
during  one's  training  rather  than  after  he  has 
been  faced  with  temptation.  A  good  teacher  can 
help  to  avert  moral  disaster  ahead  of  time.  Too 
often  the  cause  for  failure  has  afterward  been 
expressed  in  this  manner :  "I  never  thought  about 
what  I  would  do  if  I  were  faced  with  such  a  de- 
cision." 

One  of  the  most  effective  methods  of  helping 
the  student  prepare  is  to  stage  a  problem  in  class 
so  that  each  student  can  vicariously  consider,  in 
the  safety  of  the  classroom  and  under  the  protec- 
tive supervision  of  the  teacher,  how  to  deal  with 
difficult  choices  involving  principles  of  the  Gospel. 

9.  Teach  that  which  can  be  put  into  practice. 
The  most  comprehensive  knowledge  of  doctrine 

in  the  world  will  not  save  the  person  who  has  that 
knowledge  but  does  not  love  his  neighbor.  The 
Saviour's  Sermon  on  the  Mount  is  a  model  for  the 
type  of  judgment  that  everyone  needs  to  acquire 
and  use.  As  a  Church,  we  are  judged  not  only  by 
the  clarity  of  doctrine  which  is  ours,  but  more 
effectively  by  the  way  we  treat  our  neighbors.  As 
teachers,  we  will  help  students  much  more  if,  in 
addition  to  instructing  them  in  matters  of  doctrine, 
we  teach  them  how  to  live. 

10.  Radiate  enthusiasm. 

The  most  successful  teachers  are  those  who 
love  their  subject  and  radiate  enthusiasm  for  it; 
whereas,  an  apologetic  teacher  inspires  only  sym- 
pathy, not  interest.  The  teacher,  who  is  bold, 
forthright,  sincere,  and  enthusiastic  in  stating  the 
principles  and  teachings  which  he  believes,  cannot 
fail  to  receive  an  enthusiastic  response  from  his 
class. 
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We  Are  Sowing 

Senior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for  the  Month  of  April 


"We  Are  Sowing";  author, 
anonymous;  composer,  Henry  A. 
Tuckett;  Hymns  —  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints, 
No.  192. 

This  hymn  and  spiritual  song 
is  another  one  of  superior  quality 
in  its  text  and  in  its  delightful 
melody.  We  have  been  singing  it 
for  many  years,  and  many  of  us 
know  much  of  it  from  memory. 
However,  every  new  generation 
of  boys  and  girls  has  to  learn 
anew — memorize  anew;  because, 
as  they  take  up  their  places  in 
the  Sunday  School,  they  know 
little  of  the  Gospel  nor  our 
hymns.  They  are  somewhat  like 
new  converts  to  the  Church,  un- 
derstanding even  less  than  new- 
ly-baptized converts. 

The  Sunday  School  program  is 
designed  to  cover,  in  several 
courses  of  study,  the  doctrines  of 
the  Gospel  of  our  Lord.  An  addi- 
tional "course"  is  the  one  in 
learning  the  hymns  of  the  Re- 
stored Church  during  the  worship 
service. 

The  word,  "sow,"  in  this  hymn, 
is  a  poetic  expression  implying, 
of  course,  that  our  every  act  is 
like  a  seed  which  will  grow  until 


it  produces  either  good  or  ill 
results.  This  fact  is  best  learned 
early  in  life,  and  it  will  not  be 
amiss  for  us  to  remind  ourselves 
of  it  throughout  life.  Since  hu- 
mans are  such  forgetful  beings, 
let  us  realize  that  we  have  before 
us  a  really  great  hymn  with  a 
grand,  practical  message  couched 
in  beautiful  poetry. 

"We  Are  Sowing"  is  just  such 
a  hymn.  It  is  not  only  beautiful 
poetry,  however.  It  also  contains 
an  emotional  feeling,  a  yearning, 
and  a  prayer.  This  is  no  mere 
social  nor  recreational  song,  but 
it  is  a  prayer  to  our  Heavenly 
Father.  Consider  the  beginning 
of  the  fourth  stanza,  and  let  us 
engrave  it  on  our  hearts :  "Thou 
who  knowest  all  our  weakness, 
Leave  us  not  to  sow  alone !"  This 
is  the  essence  of  a  true  hymn, 
and  it  should  be  addressed  to  our 
Heavenly  Father. 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  a  chorister  to  teach  the 
people,  young  and  old,  that  they 
address  Deity  when  hymns  are 
sung.  I  think  it  is  a  vice  for 
choristers  to  distract  their  sing- 
ers so  that  they  cannot  possibly 
think  of  our  Heavenly  Father 
when  they  sing  hymns. 


What  good  is  it  to  sing :  "Thou 
who  knowest .  .  .  bid  thine  angels 
guard  the  furrows,  .  .  ."  if  our 
attention  is  distracted?  Is  it  a 
prayer  when  we  thoughtlessly 
utter  the  words?  If  it  is  not  a 
hollow  mockery,  it  is  at  least 
absent-mindedness.  Should  it  not 
be  the  duty  of  choristers  to  teach 
people  to  pray  when  they  sing 
hymns  —  to  sing  to  heaven  rather 
than  to  the  chorister? 

One  more  thought.  Actors  and 
musicians  have  discovered  that 
when  they  perform  by  heart,  they 
are  more  able  to  perform  from 
the  heart.  They  perform  more 
expressively,  more  sincerely,  and 
more  effectively  when  they  per- 
form from  memory.  May  we  sug- 
gest that  we  all  commit  this 
wonderful  fourth  stanza  to  mem- 
ory and  that  we  sing  it  right  from 
our  hearts  to  the  throne  above. 

In  the  revealed  prayers  for  the 
sacrament  service,  we  are  re- 
minded every  Sunday  to  ".  .  .  al- 
ways remember  Him  .  .  ."  It 
seems  only  fitting  that  the  chor- 
ister should,  every  Sunday,  teach 
us  to  remember  the  Lord  when 
we  sing  to  Him. 


The  Spirit  Versus  the  Letter  in  Music 


In  the  December,  1959,  and 
January,  1960,  issues  of  The  In- 
structor, we  presented  two  arti- 
cles on  the  subject,  "The  Spirit 
Versus  the  Letter  in  Music."  The 
present  hymn,  "We  Are  Sowing," 
is  another  excellent  example  for 


to    be   technically    correct   when 
the  spirit  is  lacking. 

For  example,  look  at  the  dotted 
eighth  and  the  sixteenth  notes  in 
the  second  complete  measure  over 
the  word  "countless."    Would  it 


Our  people  generally  change  these 
two  notes  to  the  value  of  two 
eighth  notes.  That  is  the  way 
it  should  be  sung ;  and  if  the  com- 
poser, Henry  Tuckett,  were  here, 
he  would  no  doubt  prefer  the  way 


not  be  foolish  and  even  laughable     our  people  sing  it. 


study  in  this  respect.  It  is  foolish     to  sing  these  exactly  as  written  ?         Then  consider  the  two  pairs  of 


62 


THE     INSTRUCTOR 


WE  ARE  SOWING 


dotted  eighth  and  sixteenth  notes 
in  the  last  two  complete  measures. 
Choristers,  try  singing  to  your- 
selves the  applicable  words  of  the 
four  stanzas  to  the  hop-skip-and- 
jump  rhythm  as  it  is  printed. 
Bless  our  people  because  they 
know  better.  They  intuitively  un- 
derstand better  than  to  sing  this 
way;  and,  therefore,  they  sing 
these  notes  as  equal  eighth  notes. 
Perhaps  these  notes  will  be  cor- 
rected when  a  new  edition  of 
the  hymnbook  appears. 

In  addition,  this  hymn  should 
be  played  in  the  key  of  E  Flat, 
which  is  one  whole  tone  lower 
than  it  appears  in  the  hymnbook. 
Our  instruments  today  are  tuned 
higher  than  they  were  many 
years  ago.  The  E  Flat  version 
accompanies  this  article. 

As  Thomas  Jefferson  observed, 
a  large  collection  of  people  bound 
together  in  democratic  equality 
are  likely  to  demonstrate  wonder- 
ful wisdom  which  may  not  always 
be  available  in  one  single  man 
who  dictates  from  the  top. 

— Alexander  Schreiner. 
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Junior  Sun 

"But  the  Lord  Is  Mindful  of 
His  Own";  author,  from  "St. 
Paul";  composer,  Felix  Mendels- 
sohn ;  The  Children  Sing,  No.  182. 

"Mother's  Day" ;  author,  Steph- 
en F£iy;  composer,  von  Flotow; 
The  Children  Sing,  No.  132. 

For  this  month,  two  short  num- 
bers are  being  introduced.  The 
first  one,  "But  the  Lord  Is  Mind- 
ful of  His  Own,"  is  another  hymn 
taken  from  the  oratorio,  "St. 
Paul."  It  will  be  new  to  the  chil- 
dren. "Mother's  Day"  will  be 
familiar  to  some  and  may  be  used 
for  the  Mother's  Day  program. 

It  is  well  to  study  the  music 
before  attempting  to  play  it. 
The  dotted  quarter  note  pattern 
in  the  right  hand  and  in  the  low 
bass  notes  of  the  left  hand  in  the 


day  School  Hymns  for  the  Month 

measure  beginning  with  the  word, 
"Lord,"  should  be  observed.  Also, 
the  third  and  fourth  counts  of 
the  next  measure  are  interesting 
because  a  unison  is  heard  when 
both  hands  are  playing.  Now,  we 
are  ready  to  play  the  entire  piece. 

When  the  song  is  being  learned, 
the  organist  may  play  the  top 
melody  notes  of  the  right  hand 
with  the  bass  notes  of  the  left 
hand  as  an  accompaniment. 

While  the  oratorio  number, 
"But  the  Lord  Is  Mindful  of  His 
Own,"  is  only  four  measures  in 
length,  it  will  take  careful  plan- 
ning to  avoid  rhythmical  prob- 
lems associated  with  both  the 
music  and  the  words.  The  words, 
"is  mindful  of  his,"  move  along 


of  April 

on  several  quick  notes,  while  the 
word  "own"  is  held  for  three  dif- 
ferent pitches.  The  next  four 
eighth  notes,  beginning  the  sec- 
ond phrase,  use  one  syllable  for 
each  two  eighth  notes. 

"Mother's   Day" 

"Mother's  Day,"  has  thoughts 
which  are  meaningful  for  chil- 
dren. Organists  will  recognize 
that  the  music  is  made  up  of  a 
melody  supported  by  chords  and 
sustained  notes  in  the  inner  parts 
of  both  hands.  The  song  should 
have  the  feeling  of  two  pulses  or 
beats  to  a  measure.  When  intro- 
ducing the  song,  it  is  suggested 
that  choristers  use  the  interval 
pattern. 

— Florence  S.  Allen. 
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THROUGH  THE  TRUTHS  OF  RESURRECTION 
AND    IMMORTALITY,    WE   REALIZE   THE    .    .   . 

Anticipation 
of  Joys  Untold 

by  Lawrence  E.  Cummins 

COMFORTING  words  of  hope  and  the  assur- 
ance of  immortality  have  often  been  beau- 
tifully expressed  in  funeral  sermons  to  those  bereft 
of  loved  ones. 


(For  Course  27,  lesson  of  April  2,  "The  Resurrection  and  the 
Life";  for  Course  5,  lesson  of  April  2,  "The  Resurrection";  for  Course 
13,  lesson  of  April  2,  "Resurrection";  for  Course  17,  lesson  of  March 
26,  "Man  Is  Capable  of  Eternal  Progression";  and  for  Easter  lessons.) 


Selected  here  are  portions  of  funeral  sermons 
which  have  specifically  dealt  with  immortality  and 
the  resurrection,  and  which  have  aided  in  strength- 
ening testimonies  of  the  truthfulness  of  this  vital 
plan. 

In  reviewing  the  life  of  Elder  Adam  S.  Bennion 
of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  at  his  passing,  Presi- 
dent David  0.  McKay  said, 

Elder  Adam  S.  Bennion  was  a  nfian  who  forgot 
himself  for  others  and  won  for  himself  immortal- 
ity, .  .  . 

Life  is  full  of  partings,  .  .  .  Every  parting  is 
marked  by  sadness,  but  these  partings  are  always 
marked  by  a  hope  of  meeting  again. 

Death  cannot  touch  the  spirit,  .  .  .  The  spirit 
is  just  as  whole  a  personality  without  the  body. 

If  there  is  any  one  truth  in  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  at  all,  it  is  the  truth  of  the  immortality  of 
the  soul.  Death  was  not  an  end  in  the  mind  of 
Jesus  when  He  taught  men,  ... 

Elder  Bennion  filled  the  full  measure  of  his 
creation.  He  goes  back  to  God  clean  and  unsullied 
and  he  will  continue  to  progress,  as  he  has  pro- 
gressed here. 

Our  brother  is  alive.  He  is  mingling  with  other 
spirits  who  went  before  him.'^ 

President  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr.,  speaking  in  the 
Salt  Lake  Tabernacle  on  the  same  occasion,  gave 
this  encouragement: 

.  .  .  This  is  not  a  house  of  mourning.  He  has 
gone,  but  this  is  a  time  for  righteous  rejoicing, 
rejoicing  for  the  blessings  he  spread  among  his 
fellow  men.'^ 

Speaking  at  the  funeral  service  of  Elder  Clif- 
ford E.  Young,  Assistant  to  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve,  President  McKay  said, 

Elder  Young  was  a  man  of  love,  faith,  devotion. 


iFrom  The  Deseret  News,  Church  Section,  Feb.   15,  1958;   page  5. 
=From  The  Deseret  News,  Church  Section,  Feb.  15,  1958;   page   5. 


April  Sacrament  Gems 

For  Senior  Sunday  School 

".  .  .  Now  is  Christ  risen  from 
the  dead,  and  become  the  first- 
fruits  of  them  that  slept."^ 

ij  Corinthians  15:20. 

For  Junior  Sunday  School 

Jesus  said: 

".  .  .  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neigh- 
bour as  thyself."^ 

^Matthew  22:39. 


* 


Organ  Music  to  Accompany  April  Sacrament  Gems 

ADAGIO  George  H.  Durham 
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charity  and  kindness,  who  followed  these  Christian 
virtues  in  every  walk  of  his  life.  These  everlasting 
virtues  Elder  Young  has  taken  back  with  him  .  .  . 
We  are  told  ive  take  nothing  of  value  hack  to 
our  Maker.  This  is  in  error,  for  we  take  hack  the 
character  we  have  developed.^ 

President  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr.,  also  paid  tribute 
to  Elder  Young  by  saying: 

It  is  not  necessary  to  make  a  stir  in  the  world, 
receive  applause,  but  live  as  the  Saviour  did,  as  a 
Christian  gentleman.^ 

In  a  eulogy  to  President  George  Albert  Smith, 
who  passed  on  in  1951,  President  J.  Reuben  Clark, 
Jr.,  said: 

.  .  .  He  lives,  a  great  soul  who  spent  his  life, 
his  strength  at  the  expense  of  his  health  in  the 
service  of  his  master. 

He  also  knew  what  we  all  know,  that  there  will 
be  a  resurrection.  The  body  and  spirit  shall  be 
reunited  to  make  the  soul.  He  knew  the  truth  .  .  . 
expressed  in  that  great  interview  between  Martha 
and  Christ  at  the  time  of  the  raising  of  Lazarus. 

",  .  .  Lord,  if  thou  hadst  been  here,  my  brother 
had  not  died."  Jesus  said,  ".  .  .  Thy  brother  shall 
rise  again."  ".  .  .  /  knotv,"  replied  Martha,  "that 
he  shall  rise  again  in  the  resurrection  at  the  last 
day."  Then  came  those  great  statements:  ".  .  ,  I 
am  the  resurrection,  and  the  life:  he  that  believeth 
in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live. 

"And  whosoever  liveth  and  believeth  in  me  shall 
never  die.  .  ."°  {John  11:21-26.) 

Following  President  Clark's  remarks,  President 
McKay  said  of  the  passing  of  the  beloved  leader: 

.  .  .  As  sure,  as  certain,  as  Christ* s  spirit  visited 
other  spirits  in  the  eternal  realm  while  his  body 
lay  in  a  borrowed  tomb  of  Joseph  of_  Arimathea, 
so  lives  the  immortal  spirit  of  our  friend,  our  be- 
loved leader,  President  George  Albert  Smith. 

.  .  .  He  awoke  in  a  glorious  morning  in  the 
presence  of  those  loved  ones  who  had  gone  before, 
and  realized  the  truth  of  Christ's  saying  on  earth, 
"In  my  Father's  house  are  many  mansions:  if  it 
were  not  so,  I  would  have  told  you.  I  go  to  prepare 
a  place  for  you."^  {John  14:2.) 

In  seeking  knowledge  concerning  the  resurrec- 
tion, we  find  in  a  funeral  sermon  delivered  by 
Apostle  Orson  Pratt  in  1852  for  the  wife  of  Broth- 
er Levi  Savage,  additional  light  on  the  subject. 
Elder  Pratt  expanded  his  address  to  include  all 
those  who  had  died  in  past  generations  and  all 
those  who  shall  die  hereafter. 

3From  The  Deseret  News,  Church  Section,  Aug.  30,  1958;   page  3. 
*From  The  Deseret  News,  Church  Section,  Aug.  30,  1958;   page  3. 
■Trom   The   Deseret   News,  Church    Section,  Apr.   11,    1951;    pages 
10  and  12. 

"From  The  Deseret  News,  Church  Section,  Apr.  11,  1951;  page  10. 


He  took  Isaiah  51 : 6  as  his  text  for  the  sermon: 

"Lift  up  your  eyes  to  the  heavens,  and  look 
upon  the  earth  beneath :  .  .  ." 

Elder  Pratt  continued : 

All  things  with  which  we  are  acquainted,  per- 
taining to  this  earth  of  ours,  are  subject  to  change; 
.  .  .  all  are  subject  to  pain  and  distress,  and  finally 
die  and  pass  away;  death  seems  to  have  universal 
dominion  in  our  creation. 

.  .  .  There  is  something,  however,  in  man,  that 
is  constantly  reaching  forward  after  happiness, 
after  life,  after  pleasure,  after  something  to  satisfy 
the  longing  desire  within  his  bosom.'' 

After  which,  Elder  Pratt  described  in  a  logical 
and  scholarly  manner,  the  reasons  and  blessings 
for  earthly  death.  (See  Masterful  Discourses  of 
Orson  Pratt;  pages  350-374.) 

The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  delivered  the  funeral 
sermon  of  Elder  King  Follett  at  the  April  confer- 
ence of  the  Church  in  1844.  The  discourse  which 
the  Prophet  delivered  was  of  a  general  nature,  and 
it  included  the  recent  passing  of  a  number  of 
Saints.  First  published  in  the  Times  and  Seasons 
of  Aug.  15,  1844,  the  sermon  has  been  enlightening, 
though  at  times  controversial.  In  it,  the  Prophet 
Joseph  says: 

In  order  to  understand  the  subject  of  the  dead, 
for  consolation  of  those  who  mourn  .  .  .  it  is  nec- 
essary we  should  understand  the  character  and 
being  of  God  and  how  he  came  to  be  so;  .  .  .  and 
to  know  that  we  may  converse  with  him  as  one 
man  to  another,  and  that  he  was  once  a  man  like 
us;  yea,  that  God  himself,  the  father  of  us  all, 
dwelt  on  an  earth,  the  sam,e  as  Jesus  Christ  him- 
self did;  and  I  will  show  it  from  the  bible. ^ 

And  finally,  a  touching  insight  into  the  here- 
after expressed  by  President  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr., 
while  speaking  at  the  funeral  service  of  Apostle 
Matthew  Cowley  in  the  Salt  Lake  Tabernacle. 
Addressing  Elder  Cowley's  wife,  particularly,  he 
said: 

Sister  Elva,  I  would  like  to  say,  as  you  know, 
Matt  still  lives.  He  is  waiting  for  you  and  for 
Jewell  and  for  Tony  and  for  all  the  rest.  You  know 
J  am  persuaded,  indeed  it  is  my  faith,  that  no  right- 
eous man  ever  leaves  this  stage  of  existence  until 
his  work  is  finished.  He  is  not  cut  off  in  the  midst 
of  it.  He  is  taken  when  his  work  here  has  been 
brought  to  a  close  and  he  is  needed  on  the  other 
side. 

In  your  hours  of  thinking,  please  dwell  on  the 
memories  and  the  happiness  and  the  joy  of  the 
past,  and  not  the  loneliness  of  the  present,  because 
this  will  soon  pass,  and  you  will  he  with  him  again.^ 

'•N.  B.  Lundwall,  Masterful  Discourses  of  Orson  Pratt;  Bookcraft, 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  page  350. 

^Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  Teachings  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith, 
1938;  Deseret  News  Press,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;   pages  345,  346. 

^From  The  Deseret  News,  Church  Section,  Dec.  19,  1953;  page  12. 
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Author's  Note:  This  story  has  been  written  to  illus- 
trate how  the  five  "R's"  of  repentance  might  operate  in  a 
young  person's  life.  The  students  might  be  asked  to  identify 
these  principles  after  they  have  heard  the  story.  It  is 
recommended  that  this  story  be  told  rather  than  read. 

The  five  "R's"  of  repentance  are:  1.  recognition,  2.  re- 
morse, 3.  resolution,  4.  restitution,  5.  reformation. 


6^ 


WHY  on  earth  did  they  have  to  hold  school 
on  a  day  like  this?"  Steve  thought  to 
himself.  He  had  tried  to  concentrate  on  what  Miss 
Holt  was  saying,  but  all  he  could  think  of  was  the 
song  of  the  birds  and  the  beautiful  spring  day  that 
beckoned  to  all  to  come  out-of-doors.  Would  the 
big  clock  on  the  wall  ever  move?  Steve  was  sure 
recess  would  never  come. 

When  the  bell  finally  did  ring,  its  effect  was 
electrifying.  Evidently  Steve  had  not  been  the  only 
one  who  thought  that  Mr.  Nagle,  the  custodian, 
failed  to  start  the  clock  that  morning.  The  room 
was  cleared  even  faster  than  it  had  been  on  the 
day  of  the  fire  drill.  Out  on  the  playground,  the 
singing  birds  could  not  be  heard  above  the  chil- 
dren's shouts  of  laughter.  But,  alas,  the  recess 
ended  all  too  soon.  Mr.  Nagle  must  have  set  the 
clock  ahead  during  the  recess. 

As  Steve  headed  reluctantly  back  to  the  class- 
room, he  could  not  completely  shut  the  door  on  the 
invigorating  effect  of  the  spring  day.  He  paused 
here,  dillydallied  there,  and  finally  got  in  line  to 
get  a  drink  before  settling  himself  in  his  dreary 
classroom.  Bill,  the  boy  who  sat  next  to  hini  in 
class  and  often  played  tricks  on  him,  was  imme- 
diately in  front  of  him  in  the  drinking  line.   Here 


(For  Course  5,  lesson  of  April  9,  "Great  Men  in  Our  Church 
Repent,"  lesson  of  March  19,  "Repentance  Is  Necessary  to  Obtain 
Forgiveness,"  and  lesson  of  March  26,  "Our  Heavenly  Father  Forgives 
Those  Who  Repent";  for  Course  13,  lessons  of  April  16  and  23,  "Re- 
pentance"; and  for  Course  27.  lesson  of  March  12,  "Faith  unto 
Repentance.") 


A    PRACTICAL   JOKE 
LED  STEVE  TO  DISCOVER  .  .  . 

The  Five  "R's" 
of  Repentance 

by  Marshall  T.  Burton 


was  Steve's  chance  to  get  even.  With  excited  glee, 
he  waited  for  Bill  to  bend  over  the  drinking  foun- 
tain. And  as  swift  as  a  cat,  Steve  placed  his  hand 
on  the  back  of  Bill's  head  and  pushed.  As  he  pushed, 
the  thrill  of  his  successful  joke  gave  expression  in 
a  sudden  burst  of  laughter.  His  laughter  was  cut 
short,  however,  as  his  friend  raised  his  head. 

When  Steve  looked  into  Bill's  face,  he  saw  a 
strained  look  of  shock  and  pain.  Bill's  mouth  was 
bleeding,  and  the  blood  was  running  down  on  his 
clean,  white  shirt.  The  shocking  reality  of  what 
had  happened  gave  Steve  a  sick  feeling  right  in 
the  pit  of  his  stomach.  When  he  had  pushed  Bill, 
Bill's  mouth  struck  the  hard  surface  of  the  foun- 
tain, causing  his  teeth  to  cut  through  his  lip.  In- 
stantly, Steve  realized  the  sad  result  of  his  foolish 
action.  He  really  had  not  wanted  to  hurt  Bill. 
Immediately  he  put  his  arm  around  his  injured  pal 
to  express  sympathy  and  give  comfort.  Steve 
really  felt  quite  helpless  and  his  consolations  did 
not  seem  to  stop  the  bleeding  nor  ease  the  pain. 

Within  a  few  minutes,  Miss  Holt  was  on  the 
scene.  Without  saying  a  word,  without  even  asking 
what  happened,  she  gently  pressed  a  clean  hand- 
kerchief against  Bill's  mouth  and  started  down  the 
hall  with  the  injured  boy.  It  was  apparent  that 
Bill  was  hurt  quite  seriously. 

As  the  two  disappeared  around  the  corner,  cold 
chills  ran  down  Steve's  spine.  Jlemorse  gripped 
his  entire  soul.  The  song  of  the  birds  no  longer 
seemed  to  sound  joyful,  and  the  great  outdoors  no 
longer  seemed  inviting.  If  only  he  had  stopped  to 
think!  If  he  had  just  paused  for  an  instant,  this 
would  never  have  happened! 
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As  he  stood  wondering,  he  solemnly  promised 
himself  that  such  a  thing  would  never  happen 
again,  but  this  did  not  help  Bill  now.  What  could 
he  do  to  make  things  right  and  to  make  Bill  realize 
he  was  truly  sorry?  It  seemed  hopeless,  but  he 
must  try.  "I'll  give  him  my  dog,"  he  thought. 
"Maybe  he  would  rather  have  my  bicycle  or  my  gun 
and  holster."  One  by  one  he  thought  of  his  most 
prized  possessions,  but  nothing  seemed  appropriate. 
Nothing  could  turn  the  clock  back  nor  erase  the 
event  that  had  just  occurred.  Steve  felt  that  he 
must  do  all  he  possibly  could  to  make  things  right 
with  his  pal.  With  a  tear  in  his  eye,  he  bowed  his 
head  and  said  a  silent  prayer.  He  had  never  prayed 
with  more  conviction  in  his  whole  life. 

"Heavenly  Father,  please  bless  Bill  that  he'll 
be  all  right  and  help  me  to  make  things  right  with 
him;  and,  honest,  Father  in  heaven,  I'll  never  do 
that  again.  In  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  Amen." 
With  his  hands  in  his  pockets,  and  head  bowed, 
he  shuffled  into  class. 

Miss  Holt  returned,  and  school  was  continued. 
Not  a  whisper  was  heard  all  the  rest  of  the  after- 
noon. Again  Steve  found  his  mind  wandering,  but 
this  time  he  was  thinking  about  his  pal.  Would 
he  be  all  right?  Would  the  bell  ever  ring?  Why 
didn't  Mr.  Nagle  come  and  set  the  clock  ahead? 
At  last  the  final  bell  did  ring.  Steve  was  the  first 
out  of  the  room.  As  fast  as  his  legs  would  carry 
him,  he  ran  down  the  path.  In  an  instant  the  school 
was  out  of  sight.  He  was  out  of  breath,  but  still 
his  legs  took  him  swiftly  toward  Bill's  house.  He 
stumbled  going  up  the  front  steps,  but  he  did  not 
even  pause  to  brush  himself  off.  He  lunged  for  the 
doorbell.  Would  Mrs.  Baker  ever  answer  the  door? 
He  rang  again.  Finally  he  heard  approaching  foot- 
steps on  the  other  side  of  the  door.    What  would 


Mrs.  Baker  do  when  she  saw  him?  He  hoped,  in 
spite  of  what  she  might  say,  that  she  would  let  him 
see  Bill  for  just  a  minute.  The  door  opened.  There 
stood  Mrs.  Baker.  A  wide  smile  crossed  her  coun- 
tenance as  she  looked  into  Steve's  troubled  eyes. 

"Come  in,  Steve,"  she  said  putting  her  arm  on 
the  boy's  shoulder.  She  seemed  to  understand  just 
how  he  felt. 

Steve  hung  his  head  and  in  a  quivering  voice 
said,  "You  know,  Mrs,  Baker,  I'm  the  one  that 
pushed  Bill's  head  on  the  fountain.  Is  he  hurt  bad?" 

"He's  in  the  bedroom.  Why  don't  you  go  see 
for  yourself?"  came  the  gentle  reply. 

Steve  didn't  need  a  second  invitation.  In  a  flash 
he  was  at  Bill's  side.  "Gee,  I'm  sure  sorry  for 
what  I  did  to  you  today.  Bill.  I  sure  didn't  mean 
to  hurt  you." 

There  was  a  moment  of  silence  and  Steve's 
heart  was  in  his  throat.  What  was  Bill  thinking? 
What  would  he  say? 

"Oh,  it  doesn't  hurt  much  now,"  came  the  slow 
reply  from  the  painfully  swollen  lips. 

"You  mean  we're  still  friends,  and  I  can  still 
come  over  and  play  with  you?" 

"Sure,"  replied  Bill. 

Steve  was  so  happy  he  could  hardly  contain 
himself.  "I'll  come  over  every  day,  and  you  can 
have  any  of  my  toys  you  want.  Gee,  Bill,  I'll  do 
everything  I  can  to  make  things  square  with  you." 

As  Steve  walked  home  that  evening,  he  felt 
good  all  over.  He  just  knew  that  our  Heavenly 
Father  had  heard  and  answered  his  prayer.  Be- 
sides that,  Steve  had  learned  a  great  lesson  that 
day.  He  had  learned  what  it  meant  to  repent.  And 
the  days  that  followed  proved  the  sincerity  of  his 
repentance,  for  he  never  again  played  a  trick  that 
might  hurt  someone. 
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SUGGESTED  LESSON  FOR  STAKE  CONFER- 
ENCE   SUNDAY,     SECOND     QUARTER,     1961 

The  Standard  W^orks 
for  Family  Reading 

hy  Melba  Glade 

TO  THE  TEACHER:  The  following  outline  is  suggested 
as  the  uniform  lesson  for  Senior  Sunday  School  on  stake 
conference  Sunday  during  the  second  quarter  of  1961.  It 
is  assumed  that  the  Junior  Sunday  School  classes  will  use 
their  regular  lessons  on  that  Sunday.  The  ward  superin- 
tendent should  have  determined  in  advance  the  number  of 
Sunday  School  classes  that  will  be  held  on  stake  conference 
Sunday  to  enable  the  teacher  to  plan  in  advance  for  a  par- 
ticular age  group.  It  is  not  intended  that  any  teacher  will 
follow  this  outline  in  detail;  it  should  be  adapted  to  the 
particular  situation. 

OBJECTIVE :  Through  family  reading  and  study 
of  the  scriptures,  members  will  strengthen  their 
belief  in  God  and  will  gain  increasing  faith  in  all 
that  is  good. 

It  is  important  that  Church  members  of  all 
ages  increase  their  store  of  knowledge  and  deepen 
their  understanding  of  Gospel  principles.  A  mem- 
ber's recognition  of  the  value  of  Gospel  scholarship 
in  his  religious  life  is  of  paramount  importance 
to  his  welfare  and  happiness.  Once  he  rec- 
ognizes this  value,  his  quest  for  truth  becomes  a 
source  of  enlightenment  and  inspiration,  thereby- 
providing  material  for  intelligent  thought,  wise 
decision,  and  effective  action. 

How  does  one  relate  personal  values  to  a  knowl- 
edge of  Deity?  Our  personal  concerns  arise  from 
our  sense  of  values,  which  influence  our  attitudes 
and  ultimately  determine  our  aspirations.  Values, 
attitudes  and  aspirations  are  clearly  linked  with 
self -development,  since  they  modify  as  we  mature 
in  personality  and  grow  in  knowledge  and  skill. 
For  Church  members,  this  development  is  fostered 
in  a  fundamental  area  when  members  of  a  family 
unite  in  deep  Gospel  study  at  home. 

For  this  study,  we  need  to  go  to  the  main  source 
of  Latter-day  Saint  doctrine:  our  scriptures — the 
standard  works  of  the  Church.  Reading  these  with 
religious  interest  can  become  a  truly  motivating 
and  unifying  force  in  family  life. 

How  can  our  hearts  and  minds  respond  with 
faith  to  God's  will  unless,  through  continuous  in- 
quiry, we  become  acquainted  with  the  content  of 
the  Gospel  and  make  ourselves  receptive  to  its 
influence? 

Parents  and  children  together  should  share  in 
making  Latter-day  Saint  homes  dominant  centers 
for  the  learning  and  living  of  Gospel  standards. 
Common  understandings  are  possible  and  personal 
values  are  strengthened  when  there  is  agreement 


within  the  family  on  what  is  the  authoritative  rec- 
ord of  the  LDS  religion. 

Latter-day  Saint  parents  should  ask  themselves 
the  following  questions: 

1.  Does  our  home  have  the  standard  works  of 
the  Church? 

2.  Are  these  books  legible  and  of  a  good  quality 
that  will  give  lasting  service? 

3.  Are  the  standard  works  placed  in  a  library 
setting  in  the  home  where  all  members  of 
the  family  know  where  to  find  them  and 
can  use  them? 

4.  What  provision  has  been  made  in  the  home 
for  family  reading  and  discussion? 


Whether    in    their   usual    form    or    in    children's    pictorial 
editions,     the    standard    works    are    for    family    reading. 

5.  When  family  members  take  responsibility 
for  lesson  preparation  and  other  assign- 
ments, are  the  standard  books  readily  avail- 
able in  the  home? 

6.  Do  family  members  share  in  the  discovery 
of  new  meanings  and  in  the  enjoyment  of 
the  personal  satisfaction  that  Gospel  study 
affords? 

The  scriptures  hold  a  primary  and  unique  place 
among  the  written  sources  of  LDS  faith.  There 
are  four  standard  works :  the  Holy  Bible,  the  Book 
of  Mormon,  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  and  the 
Pearl  of  Great  Price. 

We  know  that  some  of  the  scriptures  were 
written  and  preserved  because  God  so  commanded. 
This  is  true  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  which  is  ac- 
cepted by  Latter-day  Saints  because  of  their  faith 
in  its  divine  origin.  To  believe  in  the  restoration 
of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  to  believe  in  and 
to  accept  the  Book  of  Mormon. 
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The  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  embodying  a  col- 
lection largely  of  revelation  given  to  Joseph  Smith, 
did  not  become  scripture  until  presented  to  the 
members  of  the  Church  and  accepted  as  such  by 
them.  In  November,  1831,  a  special  conference  of 
the  Church  approved  more  than  60  revelations  for 
publication  under  the  title  of  Book  of  Command- 
ments. Mob  action  prevented  the  completion  of 
this  project.  On  Aug.  17,  1835,  the  Church  ap- 
proved for  publication  a  larger  collection,  and  this 
was  issued  under  the  title  of  Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants. 

The  136  sections  in  our  present  edition  were 
included  in  a  revision  published  in  1876,  and  were 
accepted  by  the  vote  of  the  Church  in  1880.  The 
"Manifesto,"  which  was  itself  accepted  by  the  vote 
of  the  Church,  was  added  subsequently.  Later 
improvements  in  format,  etc.  did  not  affect  the 
content  of  the  revelations. 

The  Pearl  of  Great  Price,  the  smallest  and  last 
of  the  Latter-day  Saint  scriptures  to  be  canonized, 


was  also  accepted  as  scripture  by  the  voice  of  the 
people.  Originally  a  book  bearing  this  name  and 
including  most  of  what  is  now  in  our  Pearl  of 
Great  Price,  as  well  as  certain  other  revelations, 
was  compiled  by  Franklin  D.  Richards  and  used  by 
the  Saints  in  England.  It  was  published  in  Liver- 
pool in  1851.  By  1902  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price 
was  in  content  as  we  know  it  today.  In  that  year 
it  was  accepted  as  scripture  at  the  October  Gen- 
eral Conference. 

The  fact  that  no  other  writing  in  the  Church, 
other  than  the  standard  works,  has  ever  been  ac- 
knowledged as  doctrine  by  the  body  of  the  Church 
gives  these  scriptures  a  distinction  among  all 
Church  writings. 

NOTE :  It  is  hoped  that  teachers  will  have 
the  standard  works  in  hand  Sunday  morning  and 
will  refer  to  passages  that  illustrate  Gospel  mes- 
sages commensurate  with  the  maturity  and  under- 
standing of  students. 


SUGGESTED   MOTHER'S  DAY  PROGRAMS,    MAY   14,    1961 

Joyous  Mother's  Day 
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As  this  special  day  brings  many 
members  to  our  Sunday  School  services, 
officers  and  teachers  should  be  espe- 
cially careful  to  maintain  an  atmos- 
phere of  warmth  and  reverence.  This 
day  presents  a  great  opportunity  for 
missionary  work  through  inspired 
teaching,  with  emphasis  on  the  theme; 
"Joyous  Mother's  Day."i 

For  the  Senior  Sunday  School 

Devotional  Prelude. 

Opening  Hymn:  "I  Know  That 
My  Redeemer  Lives,"  Hymns — 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lat- 
ter-day Saints,  No.  95. 

Invocation. 

Greeting  by  Member  of  the  Bish- 
opric. 

Sacramental  Hymn ;  "0  God,  The 
Eternal  Father,"  Hymns,  No. 
125. 

Sacrament  Gem. 

Sacrament. 

Four-minute  Talk:  "The  Joys  of 
Having  a  Mother."  (To  be  giv- 

lAs  the  theme  and  the  titles  of  the  talks 
suggest,  all  speakers  should  concentrate  on 
the  joyous  relationships  found  in  the  home 
arid  araong  members  of  the  family.  Obviously, 
the  talks  will  be  of  a  rather  personal  nature, 
but  they  should  stress  happy,  pleasant  experi- 
ences of  general  interest.  With  the  emphasis 
on  personal  feelings  and  experiences,  it  is 
essential  that  the  speakers  be  well  prepared 
so  they  will  not  need  to  read  their  talks. 


en  by  a  member  of  Course  15.) 
Four-minute  Talk:  "The  Joys  of 

Being  a  Mother."  (To  be  given 

by   a   mother,   preferably    one 

who    has    children   of   various 

ages.) 
Hymn  by  Congregation:  "Let  Us 

Oft      Speak      Kind      Words," 

Hymns,  No.  94. 
Separation  to  Classes. 
Closing  Hymn :  "There  Is  Beauty 

All  Around,"  Hymns,  No.  169. 
Benediction. 

For  the  Junior  Sunday  School 

Devotional  Prelude. 

Opening  Hymn :  "I  Know  That 
My  Redeemer  Lives,"  The  Chil- 
dren Sing,  No.  17. 

Invocation, 

Greeting  by  Member  of  Bishopric 
or  Superintendency. 

Sacramental  Hymn:  "A  Sacra- 
mental Song,"  Sermons  and 
Songs  for  Little  Children/* 
page  9. 

Sacrament  Gem. 

Sacrament. 


Inspirational  Presentation  : 
"Things  My  Mother  Does  that 
Make  Me  Happy."  (To  be  given 
by  a  member  of  Course  5.) 

Inspirational  Presentation  : 
"Things  I  Can  Do  To  Make  My 
Mother  Happy."  (To  be  given 
by  member  of  Course  5.) 

Hymn  by  Children:  "Mother, 
Every  Day  I  Love  You  More," 
Course  3  manual,  Growing  In 
the  Gospel,  Part  II;  page  397. 

Two-minute  Talk:  "The  Joys  of 
Being  a  Mother."  (To  be  given 
by  a  young  mother.) 

Hymn  by  Children :  "Mother  and 
Father,"  The  Children  Sing, 
No.  131. 

Separation  to  Classes. 

Closing  Hymn:  "Mother  Dear," 
The  Children  Sing,  No.  130. 

Benediction. 

Committee ': 
Dale  H.  West,  Chairman 
Clarence  Tyndall 
Claribel  W.  Aldous 
Florence  S.  Allen 
Jane  Hopkinson 
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Titles  and  Dates  of  Sunday  School  Lessons  by  Courses 

2nd  Quarter,  1961 


COURSE    OF 
STUDY-1960 

Course  No.  1: 
Sunday  Morning 
in    the    Nursery 

Course  No.  1: 
Sunday  Morning 
in    the    Nursery 

Course    No.    2:- 

Growing     in 

the    Gospel 

Part    1 

Course    No.    4: 

Living    Our 
Religion,    Part    1 

Course    No.    6: 
What    It    Means 

To   Be   a 
Latter-day  Saint 

Course    No.    8: 

Old    Testament 

Stories 

Course   No.    10: 
The   Life 
of  Christ 

t 

COURSE    OF 
STUDY-1961 

t 

Course  No.  1: 
Sunday  Morning 
in   the    Nursery 

Course   No.   la: 

Beginnings  of 

Religious  Praise 

Course    No.    3: 

Growing     in 

the   Gospel 

Part  II 

t 

Course    No.    5: 

Living    Our 
Religion,  Part  II 

Course    No.    7: 

History    of    the 

Church   for 

Children 

t 

Course    No.    9: 

Leaders   of   the 

Scriptures 

Course   No.    11: 
History    of   the 
Restored  Church 

APPROXIMATE 
AGES-1961 

Nursery 
3 

Advanced  Nursery 
4 

Kindergarten 
5,  6 

Primary 
7,  8 

9,  10 

11,    12 

13,  14 

Date    of   Lesson 
APRIL     2 
(Easter) 

Easter  Is  a 
Happy   Day 

(13) 

Life 

And 

Death 

(16) 

Easter   Is  a 
Sacred   Day 

(14) 

The 
Resurrection 

(19) 

Easter 
Lesson 

Review 

Review 

APRIL     9 

Where  They 
Sleep 

(15) 

We   Are   Born 
To   Be  Loved 

(14) 

Jesus     Chose 

Twelve 

Apostles 

(15) 

Great   Men 

in    Our    Church 

Repent 

(14) 

The  Exodus 

to   Missouri 

(13) 

Esther,    the 
Loyal    Queen 

(13) 

Light  and 
Darkness 

(13) 

APRIL   16 

Who  Awakens 
(16) 

We  Are    Born 
To   Love 

(15) 

Jesus    Visited 
America 

(16) 

A    Special 

Person 

(15) 

Sorrowful 
Days    in 
Missouri 

(14) 

Job,   the 
Patient   Sufferer 

(14) 

Cause  of 
Persecution 

(14) 

APRIL  23 

What   They    Do 

when  They 

Awaken 

(17) 

We 

Remember  .  .   . 

(17) 

Priesthood 

Remained  while 

People  Were 

Righteous    (17) 

The   Poor  in   Spirit 

Are    Humble, 

Teachable 

(16) 

An    Illinois 
Homeland 

(15) 

Nehemiah,  the 
Builder 

(15) 

Joseph    Smith 

(15) 

APRIL  30 

We   Help  within 

the  Home 

(18) 

.  .  .  Plans 

Food  For  Us 

(IB) 

Priesthood    and 

God's    Kingdom 

Were   Taken 

Away     (18) 

Blessings    Come 

to  Those  Humble 

and    Teachable 

(17) 

Nauvoo, 

the    Beautiful 

(16) 

Jared    and 
His   People 

(17) 

Dark  Days  of 
Nauvoo 

(17) 

MAY     7 

We  Help  outside 

the  Home 

(20) 

God  Gives  Us 
Water 

(19) 

Priesthood   Was 

Restored 

through   Joseph 

Smith    (19) 

When    We    Grow 

and    Progress,   the 

Kingdom    Is    Ours 

(18) 

The    Nauvoo 

Temple 

(17) 

A  Nation  That 

Forgot  God 

(18) 

Out   in   the 

Storm 

(18) 

MAY  14 
(Mother's  Day) 

Mother's  Day 
(19) 

Review 

Mother's   Day 
(21) 

Our    Mothers 

Are    Kind    and 

Merciful 

(29) 

Mother's   Day 
Lesson 

Review 

(16) 

Review 
(16) 

MAY  21 

We  Help 

Grandfather  and 

Grandmother 

(21) 

There    Is 
Food   for    All 

(20) 

The   Church 

Was   Organized 

(20) 

What  Can 
We    Do? 

(20) 

Joseph    Smith 

among  Friends 

and    Enemies 

(18) 

Lehi   and 
His    Family 

(19) 

Camps  of  Israel 
(19) 

MAY  28 

Father  and  Mother 

Are  Happy  when 

We  Go  to   Church 

(22) 

Animals 
and   Birds 
Have  Homes 

(21) 

Heavenly 
.Father's    King- 
dom   Founded 
upon  Love  (22) 

God's  Will 

Be   Done 

(21) 

How  the 

Mormons  Lost 

Their    First 

Leader    (19) 

Guided   by 
the   Lord 

(20) 

This    Is    the 
Place 

(20) 

JUNE     4 

We   Are   Kind 
to    Ourselves 

(23) 

People 

Have 

Homes 

(22) 

We   Love  Our 

Neighbors 
as    Ourselves 

(23) 

The    Meek    Are 
Humble 
in    Spirit 

(22) 

Joseph  Smith, 
Our  First 
President 

(20) 

The  Good 
Leave  the  Evil 

(21) 

The  Mormon 

Battalion 

(21) 

JUNE   11 

We  Are  Kind  to 

Our  Friends 

(24) 

We    Go   to 
Church 

(23) 

The  Lord  Tells 

Servants  What 

They  Need   To 

Know  (24) 

"For   of   Such 
Is  the  Kingdom 
of    Heaven" 

(23) 

The  Twelve 

Apostles  Lead 

the  Church 

(21) 

Sherem,   Who 
Repented  too   Late 

(22) 

A  Test  of 
Loyalty 

(22) 

JUNE  18 

We  Are  Kind  to 

Pets   and  Other 

Animals 

(25) 

Our  Church 

Is  Growing 

(24) 

We  Study 
Truth 

(25) 

Those  Who  Seek 

Truth   Will   Obtain 

a  Testimony 

(24) 

Homes    in 

the    Wilderness 

(22) 

Enos    Followed 

in    His    Father's 

Footsteps 

(23) 

Church   Beginnings 
in     California 

(23) 

JUNE  25 

We  Are  Kind  to 

Each  Other  at 

Sunday    School 

(26) 

We   Are 
Helpers 

(25) 

The   Lord 

Has    Given 

Us   Laws 

(26) 

Great  Men 
Seek  after  Truth 

(25) 

t 

Pioneer  Life 
in  Winter 
Quarters 

(23) 

Righteous 

King    Benjamin 

(24) 

The  Handcart 
Companies 

(24) 

Numbers  in  parentheses  are  manual  lesson  numbers. 
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Titles  and  Dates  of  Sunday  School  Lessons  by  Courses 

2nd  Quarter,  1961 


Course  No.   12: 

The    Church    of 

Jesus    Christ   in 

Ancient  Times 

Course   No.   14: 

The    Message    of 

the   Master 

Course   No.   16: 

The  Gospel 

Message 

Course  No.  20: 

Family 

Exaltation 

Course   No.    23: 
Teaching 

the 
Gospel 

Course   No.   25: 

Parent  and 

Youth 

(Second  Year) 

Course   No.   26: 

The   Articles 

of   Faith 

Course    No.   28: 

The   Articles 

of    Faith 

t 

Course   No.   13: 

Principles    of    the 

Restored    Church 

at  Work 

t 

Course   No.    15: 

Life    in 
Ancient  America 

t 

Course    No.    17: 
An    Introduction 
to    the    Gospel 

Course  No.  21: 

Saviors    on 

Mount    Zion 

t 

Course   No.    23: 
Teaching 

the 
Gospel 

1^ 

Course   No.   24: 

Parent  and 

Child 

t 

Course   No.    27: 

Teachings 

of  the 

New  Testament 

t 

Course   No.   29: 

A  Marvelous  Work 

and    a   Wonder 

15,  16 

17,    18 

19,  20,  21,  22 

Genealogical 
Training— Adults 

Preservice 
Teachers- 
Adults 

Family 

Relations — 

Adults 

Gospel  Doctrine 
Adults 

Gospel  Essentials- 
Adults 

Resurrection 
(5) 

Review 

Review 

Review 

Your 

Stewardship 

(25) 

Review 

The  Resurrection 
and    the    Life 

(13) 

Review 

Faith 
(Continued) 

(15) 

A   Great 

Conference 

(14) 

Revelation   Is 

Continuous 

(12) 

Your 

Pedigree 

Chart 

(13) 

Summary 

and 
Evaluation 

(26) 

The   Five- 
Year-Old 

(14) 

Born     of 
the     Spirit 
(Continued) 

(12) 

Ordinance   of 

Baptism 

(13) 

Repentance 

(16) 

Nephi  instructed 
the   People 

(15) 

Man's  Part  in 

Revelation 

(13) 

The  Lord's 

Covenant 

People 

(14) 

Commencement 

and 

Placement 

The   Six- 
Year-Old 

(15) 

Review 

Laying    on 
of    Hands 

(14) 

Repentance 
(Continued) 

(17) 

Nephi  Continued 
His    Instructions 

(16) 

Verifying 
Revelation 

(14) 

Promises 

Made    to   the 

Fathers 

(15) 

The  Seven- 
Year-Old 

(16) 

The  Grace  of 
Deity 
(14) 

...  the 

Holy  Ghost 

(15) 

Baptism 
(18) 

Life   and 
Teachings 
of  Jacob 

(17) 

The   Bible- 
Its    Nature   and 
Interpretation 

(15) 

Joseph,  a 
Savior  to   His 
Father's  House 

(16) 

The    Eight- 
Year-Old 

(17) 

The  Grace  of 

Deity 

(Continued) 

(15) 

Priesthood 
Authority 

(16) 

The 
Holy  Ghost 

(19) 

Completion 

of   the 
Small   Plates 

(18) 

Other 
Scriptures 

(16) 

The   Day  of 
Ephraim 

(17) 

>o 

r— 

The   Nine- 
Year-Old 

(18) 

Balance  and 
Perspective 

(16) 

Melchizedek 
Priesthood 

(17) 

Review 

Review 

Review 

Review 

(U 

Review 

Review 

Aaronic 

Priesthood 

(18) 

Obedience 

(20) 

King   Benjamin 

(19) 

The   Nature 

and  Mission 

of  a   Prophet 

(17) 

The  Keys 

Elijah 
Brought 

(18) 

0      m 

—     a 

T3     *■ 
0) 
t      D) 

0   .E 

^       3 

The  Ten-  and 
Eleven-Year- 
Olds 

(19) 

Inwardness 
of  His  Religion 

(17) 

Auxiliaries 

and  Church 

Aids 

(19) 

Service 

(21) 

In  Bondage 

(20) 

Jesus   Christ, 

Son    of    God 

(18) 

The  Spirit 
of    Research 

(19) 

J,  -a 

(l>       0) 

»    2 

3 
u>       o 
C       u 
0 

Honesty 

(20) 

Positive 
Character  of 
His  Teaching 

(18) 

Mission 
of   Elijah 

(20) 

Service 
(Continued) 

(22) 

King     Noah 
and     Abinadi 

(21) 

Mission    of 

Jesus  Christ 

(19) 

How  the 
World    Is 
Helping 

0)       0) 

a 
D>    E 
.£    0 

Truthtelling 

(21) 

Religion 
and    People 

(19) 

Work  for 

the   Dead 

(21) 

(20) 

Service 
(Continued) 

(23) 

From  Bondage 
to  Freedom 

(22) 

Review 

A    Race    of 
Religious 
Leaders 

(21) 

1— 
k. 

01 

u 
0 

Covetousness 

(22) 

Things    of 
Most  Worth 

(20) 

Marriage 
for  Eternity 

(22) 

Review 

(24) 

The  Church 
Established 

(23) 

The    Way    of 
Salvation 

(20) 

Seek  and 

Ye  Shall 

Find 

(22) 

Neighboriiness 
(23) 

Sincerity 

(21) 

Candidates 
for   Godhood 

(23) 

The     Kingdom 
of  God 

(25) 

America,  a 
Cradle  of 
Democracy 

(24) 

Our  Acceptance 
of   Jesus   Christ 

(21) 

Gathered 

from   all 

Nations 

(23) 

Spiritual 

Refreshment 

in     Prayer 

(24) 

"Yea,    yea; 
Nay,  nay:  .  .  ." 

(22) 

Gathering 
of   Israel 

(24) 

Numbers  in  parentheses  are  manual  lesson  numbers. 
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of  His  Wisdoixi 


SOLOMON 

He  helped  others 

decide. 


Some  neig^hborhoods  have  one. 
Ours  did.  He  was  the  unofficial 
neighborhood  judge  —  the  man 
people  went  to  with  their  prob- 
lems. 

It  seemed  all  types  went  to  that 
big-bodied,  ruddy-faced  man  for 
advice.  There  was  the  boy  in  the 
neighborhood  who  married  at  17, 
and  there  was  an  elderly  couple 
with  a  Scotch  twang  who  came  to 
him  from  across  town.  They  say 
one  father  phoned  him  from  near- 
ly a  thousand  miles  away  for 
counsel  on  handling  a  wayward 
son.  The  mayor  of  our  city  was  a 
caller.  So  were  the  prison  warden 
and  the  chief  of  police. 

Some  of  us  boys  used  to  go  to 
him,  too. 

Folks  probably  wondered  where 
the  secret  of  his  wisdom  really 
lay. 

People  seemed  to  like  him.  We 
boys  did,  perhaps  because  he 
would  get  down  on  his  knees  and 
shoot  marbles  with  us.  He  could 
fire  his  taw  like  a  bullet.  He 
could;  hit  shooting  from  a  big 
ring,  too.  He  taught  us  boys  how 
to  knit  our  own  baseballs  from 
discarded  socks,  and  his  front 
lawn  was  well  worn  from  our 
football  games. 

Neighbor  folks  could  have  gone 
to  him  for  advice  because  they 

(Of  general  interest.) 


liked  him.  But  there  were  other 
men  they  liked,  too.  There  was 
the  fellow  up  the  street  who  spent 
hours  showing  us  how  to  'collect 
stamps.  There  was  the  man  with 
the  crystal  radio  set.  He  Would 
let  us  take  turns  putting  on  the 
earphones.  There  was  another 
neighbor.  He  was  pitcher  on  the 
high  school  team.  We  nearly 
worshiped  him. 

But  we  did  not  go  to  those 
neighbors  for  advice. 

Through  the  years,  others  have 
probably  wondered  with  me  about 
the  real  key  to  that  neighborhood 
judge's  wisdom. 

The  other  night  I  think  I  found 
a  big  part  of  the  answer.  A  group 
of  us  were  listening  to  a  learned 
man  from  our  university.  He  is 
an  authority  oh,  family  relations. 
He  was  answering  our  questions 
on  how  to  counsel  young  people 
in  trouble.  "Be  slow  to  give  them 
advice,"  he  said.  "Listen  them 
out.  Listen  with  sympathy  and 
understanding.  Then  help  them 
to  advise  themselves  rather  than 
receive  advice  from  you." 

Since  that  talk,  my  thoughts 
have  frequently  returned  to  that 
neighborhood  judge.  I  can  re- 
member problems  that  puzzled 
me :  bullies  to  battle  with,  courses 
to  choose  at  school,  which  job  to 
take,  and  others.    Some  of  these 


problems  I  took  to  him.  But  for 
the  life  of  me  I  cannot  recall  any 
specific  advice  he  gave  me.  I  can 
remember,  though,  a  line  he  often 
repeated:  "Do  your  own  think- 
ing." 

Yes,  people  probably  sought  his 
advice  because  he  did  not  give  it. 
Rather,  he  helped  people  admin- 
ister it  to  themselves. 

Apparently  Solomon  counseled 
that  way.  Remember  how  the  two 
women  came  to  him  for  a  deci- 
sion ?  They  wanted  him  to  decide 
which  should  have  the  babe.  Both 
claimed  to  be  its  mother.  Solomon 
asked  for  a  sword.  He  ordered 
the  child  be  divided,  each  woman 
receiving  half.  Then  one  woman 
pleaded:  ".  .  .  O  my  lord,  give 
her  the  living  child,  and  in  no 
wise  slay  it.  .  ."•  The  other  wom- 
an asked  that  the  child  be  divided. 
There  was  then  no  question  as 
to  which  was  the  true  mother. 

Wise  Solomon  let  the  two  wom- 
en make  their  own  decision. 

A  man's  free  agency  —  his 
right  to  choose  for  himself  —  is 
a  divine  gift.  That  is  why  no 
advice  is  perhaps  the  best  advice. 
Our  neighborhood  judge  and  Solo- 
mon would  probably  say  it  is 
better  to  help  men  advise  them- 
selves. 

— Wendell  J.  Ashton. 
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